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During the winter of 1834-5 public attention, thrmjghouff?? ecen
of Illinois, was extensively drawn to the project of a Rail-Road whic

L

= traverse the richand rapidly populating district lying between Sprin

Alton. Striking as were the advantages of this scheme, and self-ap
was the facility of its accomplishment, it was known to but a small p

- *i.'r.1ij' ; "i: .'I

P vy
\

of the community thatan act of incorporation, contemplating the speedy e

ecution of the work, and granting ample privileges to those who woulk

dertake i.jt, was already upon the statute book. For this most opport . PO

vision, in_ common with many other inestimable benefits, we are indebted f
the foresight, sagacity and well-timed exertion of the late Gov. EpwaR:

. B v, i -
-";.:f_:f;g .
L

: ~After an animated discussion through the public prints, meetings w
1n the different counties interested, and delegates were appointed to a cen

L

convention which was organized at Carlinville on the 4th of Mayl-a_

took such measures for the furtherance of the great object in view as thy
power would permit. The liberality of their fellow citizens has en
this convention to avail itself of the services of an engineer;;{fld ﬁ
ability and reputation, the resultof whose investigations, together with
~ additional statistical estimates, are herewith submitted. W

Illl-l ., L'r"

L o) = -
HaMawryyl

i

‘hl

¥ | e
1§ -y
.‘ = L g r‘_ ¥

. | fy B0K)

[ " 0
AT ‘iﬁl
e, 1' - " J

1.1 -IJ--.'
AN [ Y

h

s
2 e I

iy

o
=
2.



Lo g Feitwd, &= Y g e ¥ o o |
lﬁ'-; 7 1-:. '_,"réh“i' N ¢ Al :
| RN T SR e -
. Ihilil:lr:'h"*f ;r'! :_,_ -:';I: _.I ‘:'QE{':‘:I ;rﬂ-.. A |- ‘: | . . |
ol Iri_ - Tf\;‘ 2 'I_ h‘-'_il_‘- Kby DEE : : .
. OF THE SPRINGFIE '
Ly, TR e e S o AREEE [ o : : o
P S HE 6 LD AND ALTON TURNPIKE OR RA IL-ROAD COMPANY,
RV TR TR Yahica y |
. .'_"._'.":"' .‘L‘ '.-.'.*.," | S, P P 1 ®
I. |9 ‘-,.!.',‘FI .. ) ol A ._'l 9

L 30, 1. DBe it enacted by the People of the State of 1llinois represented
the

. in the General Assembly, That Ninian Edwards, Stephen Griggs, J. T. Hud-
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Eo Edmund Robe_rts, Elhjah lles and Robert Allen, and such other persons

-~ . asmayassociate with them.for that purpose, be, and are hereby constituted
L B T 2 §3 :

Wl “@f; corporil,tef'., by the name of “The Spr_mgﬁeld an(_i Alton

e o rarnp oad Company,” for the purpose of constructing a turnpike road

= from Springfield, in Sangamon county, by the way of Carlinville, in Macoupin
S Y eounty, and Alton, on the Mississippi river, in Madison county, to a point on

Ly

the Mississippi, in St. Clair county, opposite to St. Liouis; to transport, take

.:J.* i J
ety Sl

o L ! e UL\ '.'.-‘ﬂl'":'n-
I: i 1",]' of lll I-- 1 . ™ - - -1 '; :p.iJ_
" | 'rr I.' 4. .I T,'-.“'I.r. l ri. ‘ll 'I'f" .- 1. ] éf? -,. _ill'l
AR A TET AT ) W ) '-.i.*i ol
I ll| I:' o= LA h |IL ."ll ‘fyl:. . ! b "I
Ay YRS,

%carry property and persons upon thesame, by the power and force of steam,
P - which the said corporation may choose to employ; and by that name, they
e “I;:__;thelr successors shall be, and hereby are vested with the right and privi-
e e _,;_--_,jpf constructing and_ using the said road for the purposes aforesaid, from
gt el BN 1id to the points comprised within the limits before mentioned: and may
(T G ‘have succession, and shall be persons in law capable of contracting and bein
e ko :Bnntrgaed with, suing and bem_g sued, pleading and being impleaded, in al
& . v oourts of law and equity, and in all manner of actions; and that they and
At Y their successors may have a common seal, and may change and alter the same
L | at their pleasure.

_ _ poration hereby created shall not within ten years
passage of this act, struct and finish, and put in operation the said

road, then the said corporation shall henceforth and forever cease. and this
act be null and void. ' ;
Sec. 3. The capital stock of said company shall be three hundred thous-
and dollars, with liberty to increase the same from time to time by new sub-
scriptions in such manner and form as they may think proper, 1f such increase
- shall be feund necessary to fulfil the intent of this act: which said capital
- stock shall be divided into shares of one hundred dollars each, which shall
-~ be deemed personal property, and transferable in such manner as the said
. corporation shall by law direct.
. Sec 4. That Ninian Edwards, Stephen Griggs, Elijah Iles, and Edmund
% AR Roberts, shall be commussioners, the duty of whom, or a majority of them,
.~ shall be, at somesuitable place in the cities of New York, Philadelphia, Bal-
~ timore,and St. Louis, and in the towns of Springfield and Alton, [llinois, to
. open books to receive subscriptions to the capital stock of said corporation,
- . and to dosuch other things as in their opinion is best calculated to get said
- . stock taken up: sixty days public notice shall be given by said commission-
- ers of the time and place of the opening of said books, in one of the public
newspapers in each of the said places. The commissioners shall receive no
subscriptions unless at least one dollar on each share subscribed, be paid at
the time of subscription, and as soon as the same shall be subscribed, to give
a like notice for a meeting of the stockholders, to choose five directors, and
such election shall be made at the time and place appointed by such of the
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stockholders as shall attend for that purpose, eit rson or by
proxy; each share of the capital stock entitling each ste kholder to one
and the said commissioners shall be inspectors of the ]
tors of the said corporation, and shall certify under their hand“;f’f, ;'j;‘;;; 1ames of
those duly elected, and deliver over the subscription books to the . 1 dirouss.
tors; and the lime and place of holding the first meeting of thé d &‘f forsei,
shall be fixed by the said commissioners, and the airectors to be chosen uch
meeting, or at such annual elections, shall, as soor: as may be, after every elec-"
tion, choose out of their own number, one preSIdent and one nther person tobely
vice preSIdent and in case of the death, resignation, or removal of the | e R
dent or vice president, or of any dxrector, such vacancy or vacancies, may .
be filled for the remainder of the year, whenever they may h&p"{f' Yy e
board of directors; and in case of the absence of the president and vice
president, the board of directors shall have power to appoint a president pro
tempore, who shall have and exercise such powers and funct * 1€
bye-laws of the said corporation may provide. .
Sec. 5. It shall be lawful for the directors to requxre payuw;;__
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and on such condmons, as they may deem fit, under the penalty" bop=tia . i
feiture of all previous payments theréon; and shall ove notice OF a“y-r-
ments thus required, and of the place and time, when and where fh same'j,‘ e
are to be paid, at least ninety days previous to the payment of the same,in
some public newspaper of this state,and in the several cities where the books
of the company may have been opened for subscription to the capital stogk,
Sec. 6. That in case 1t should at any time happen that an election of di-
rectors shall not be made on any day, on which, in pursuance of thisact,it
ought to be made, the said corporation shall not for that cause be deemed
to be dissolved, but such election may be held at any other time dlfected By
the bye-laws of said corporation.
oec. 7. That five of the directors of said corporation shall fox m a board,
and they, or a majority of them, shall be competent to transaet all the buSl-
ness of the said corporation,and they shall have full power to make and pre- PR
scribe such bye-laws, rules and regulations, as to them shall appear needful
and proper, touching the management and dlsposmon of the stock, property,
estate, and effects of said corporation, the transfer of shares, and touchmg'fhef B
duties and conduct of their officers and servants, and the electmg of direc-
tors, and all other matters whatsoever, which may appertain to the. concerns
of said corporation: and also shall have power to appoint a secretaryand so
many clerks and servants as to them shall seem meet,and to estabhish andfix
such salaries and allowances to them, and also to the Presxdent and Vncea_ e
President as to the said board shall appear proper. ' b

Sec. 8. That the said corporation be, and they are hereby authorized by N
their agents, surveyors,and engineers, to cause such examinations and surveys .
to be made of' the ground lying within the aforesaid limits, prescribed by the e
first section of this act, as snall be necessary to determine the riost advan-
tageous route for the proper line or course whereon to construct their said
road, and it shall be lawful for the said corporation to enter upon, and take
possession of, and use all such lands and real estate as may be indispensible
for the construction and maintenance of said read, and the accommodations

requisite and appertaining to them, and may also hold and take all such vol-
untary grants and donations of land and real estaté as shall be made to (he




corporation to aid in the construction, maintenance, and accommodation
he said road: Provided, That all lands or real estate thus entered and
en possession of,and used by said corporation,and which are not donations,

thall be purchased by said corporation, of the owner or owners of the same,
it a price to be mutually agreed upon between them,and in case of disagree-
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& ment as to price, it shall be the daty of the Governor of this state, upon a no-

“tice given to him by the said corporation, to appoint three commissioners, who

Ty e f not interested in the matter, to be determined »y them, to de-
~_ termine the damages which the owner or owners of the land or real estate so
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. sioners being allowed three dollars per cay whilst thus employed, or upon said
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tered upon by the said corporation, has or have sustained by the occupation
the same, and upon payment of such damages, together with the costs and
yes attending the appraisement by the said corporation, the said commis-
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ji‘ff&tiondepositing in the Treasury of the State, the amount of such dam-
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~ ages, together with the costs and charges aforesaid, to the credit of the per-

~ son or persons to whom the commissioners may have awarded them, the pro-

3 per officer of such treasury giving notice to such person or persons by letter,
- of such deposite being made by the said corporation, then the said corporation

hall be deemed to be seized and possessed of the fee simple of all such lands
b cal estate as shall have been appraised by the said commissioners, and 1t

shall be the duty of the said commissioners, or a majority of them, to deliver

1o the said corporation a written statement of the award or awards they shall

make, with a description of the land or real estate appraised to be recorded by

~ the said corporation in the clerk’s office of the county in which the land or

real estate may be, that in case any owner or owners of land or real estate so

“appraised shall be femes covert, under age, non compos mentis, or out of this

state, then, and in such case, the said corporation shall pay the amount which
shall have been awarded as due to the said last mentioned owners respectfully,

 whenever the same shall be lawfully demanded, together with interest at the

rate of six per cent, per annuin.
~Sge. 9. That the said corporation be, and they are hereby authorized to
construct and use a road of suitable width and dimensiorns, to be determined
by the said corporation, within: the limits prescribed by the first section of this
act, and shall have power to regulate the time and manner in which goods and
passengers shall be transported, taken, and carried on the same, as well as the
manner in which they shall collect all tolls, and dues on account of transpo-
tation and carriage: provided, the same shall not ameunt to more than twelve
per cent. upon the capital stock paid in, and shal! have power to erect and
maintain toll houses and other buildings, for the accommodation of their con-
cerns, as they may deem suitable to.their interest,and to.collect tolls, as soon
as any parl thereof shall be finished. *
Sgc. 10. That the president and directors of said company (if it shall be
decided by a full majority of the stockholders therein, voting as above pro-
vidzd) shall cause to be constracted a double or single rail-road. or way, along
the same route, in Jieu of the turnpike road hereby provided to be made, with
the same powers, rights, immunities, and privileges, and subject to the same
laws, rules, regulations, and responsibilities in reference to all the powers
vested in them, are above provided for making said turnpike road, and enjoy-
ing the benefit resulting therefrom. |
Sec. 11, That whenever it shall be necessary for the construction of their

turnpike or rail road to intersect or cross any water gourse, or any road or
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highway, lying between the points aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the cor
tion to constiuct their turnpike or rail-10ad, across, or upon the same: Pre
vided, That the corporation shall restore the water course, or road, or hig}

way, thusintersected, to its former state, or in a sufficient m’anne‘péﬁ’; ohave '
impaired its usefulness, vy e
Sec. 12. That if any person or persons shall wilfullv do, or cause to |
done, any act or acts whatever, whereby any buildings, . o
of thesald corporation, or any engine, machine, or structure, or any matteror
thing appertaining to the same shall be stopped, obstructed, impaired, weak-
ened, injured, or destroyed, the person or persons so offending shall forfeit

and pay to the said corporation, double the amount of damages sus S
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means of such offence or injury, to be recovered in the name of such corpora- =~
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tion, with costs of suit, by action of debt, to be brought in any “court of e A f-ffﬁ;'?;;f
cord in this state, or before any justice of the peace in the counties where =~
such 1njury may have accrued, and the person or persons so offendin g
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and liable to fine and imprisonment, =
Sec. 13. That when the said turnpike or rail-road shall be completed, the
president and directors shall make out a minute, full, and detailed statement
of the expenses of constructing the same, which report shall be under oath of
the said president and directors, and shall be filed in the Secretary’sofficeof this =~
state; and from thenceforth shall annually make a report in detail of their pro-
ceedings and expenditures, and of all tolls received on said turnpike or rail:
road, verified by affidavit, and file the same in the office of Sccretary of State, e '
Sec. 14. That this act shall be deemed a publ } shal ‘be benignly
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Approved, March % 1833
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Rt * of the Delegales appointed by the citizens of the counties
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| acoupm, Sangamon, and Macon, to meet at Carlinville on the
da *r:éf May, 1835, for the purpose of takmg into consideration and

nw’_’ _ﬁ

ng measures In relai ion to the construction of a Raid-Road from Alton,

wrough ;{'_frlmwlle, to Springfield, J. T. Hupson was elected President, and

oI ,gRANGIB and Isaac GRrREATHOUSE were appointed Secretarles. It

ed that the followmg Delegates were present —
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&. T HUDSON
3. A, TOWNSEND

ROBERT SMITH,
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H. K. LATHEY.

FROM SANGAMON COUNTY,
THOMAS HOUGHAN,
- GERSHAM JAYNE,

e JAMES L. LAMB,
b SIMEON FRANCIS
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M . FROM MACOUPIN COUNTY.

e e S AMES C. ANDERSON,

a0 MORTIMER BAINBRIDGE,
s e 3 M. S, SMITH,

- ISAAC GREATHOUSE

- 8. M. OTWELL,

" JOSEPH B URROW

¢ . PHILIP W. TAYLOR. "

FROM MACON COUNTY.
i} C. PUGH.

The Presndent then addressed the meeting,

and explained the objects of

he Convention; whereupon—On motion of Dr. Edwards, it was

2esolved, ‘That a Committee of seven be appomted to recommend and

| ';’}""measures for the adoption of this Convention in relation to the sub-
ject now before it.

tea the following gentlemen to compose said

The President then appom

Comnmittee:
Benjamin F. Edwards J. A. Townsend, Thomas Houghan, James L.

Lamb, J. M. S. Smith, S M. Otwell, and I C. Pugh.

On motion of Dr. Houghan, it was
Resolved, That the President be added to gsaid Committee.

The Convention then adjourned to meet the following morning, at 9 o’clock.
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The Conventlon met pursuant to adjournment bR ;&
The Committee appointed yesterday, by their Chalrm{m, B F g
made the following
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REPORT:: -/ 8 ﬁ 2 S
The Committee appointed to recommend and su ggeat measures for the
adoption of the Convention, having bad the sulnect lmder considerati
would respectfully report—That frcm a personal examination of the country
through which the proposed Rail Road from Sprmgﬁe‘d
Alton, would pass, together with a diligent inquiry of those | H ossessed of 1
best means of information, they are unanimously of opinioa k _ scontem>s ., e
plated work, is not only feasible and easy of completion, ~but I
when put in operation, conduce greatly to the benefit'of a line -
~counties and develope with greater rapidity and certainty than
means the resources of a large portion of the most valuable part of e
of Illinois. A reference to the actual cost of works of this descrl[r on which
have heretofore been finished in the United States, and a compansmt e
obstacles which have been overcome in their construction, with the fe i
ral impediments which would be met with, and the great facilities w _,. h
would be enjoyed in running a Rail-Road over a country like this, eem ,
of almost entirely of dry and level Prairie, leads to the irresistible concinf}. ‘
that one which would meet the wants of ihe community represented by th P ;'
Convention, might be completed, for an average sum per mile far less than
has ever been exnended upon any route now 1n operation in this and probaw ”
bly in any other country. In the absence of an actual and scientific survey,
your Committee will not take uvon themselves to conjecture the gross ameunt
of funds which this project will call for, but they are confident that a knowl-
edge of the capabiliiies of' the rich and rapidly populating district for the ad-
vantage of which it is intended, will be sufficient to convince even those most
reluctant to join in the march of improvement, that an expenditure equal tai- Wl
the most ample estimate will be fully justified by the result. From such in-
vestigations as your Committee have been able to make, not a doubtrestsupon =
their minds, that the whole cost of this Road even if voluntarily contributed @ =
by the counties whose carrying business it would perform, would be more =~
than repaid by the increase in the value of the lands through which it would
pass and by the recuction which it would effect in the price now paid for the
transportation of their produce to a market. That the public at large as well
as those whose attention has been more immediately called to this sﬁblect
may have an opportunityv of judging with some degree of accuracy o" the
actual cost of this uadertaking, and of mstltutmg a companson"between_jj e
outlay and the probable return, seems every way desirable, and indeed nj__'--
sary, previous to the opening of the books by the commissioners of the Com-
pany lncorporated.  Capitalists, and especially foreign ones, before embark.
ing their funds in any scheme, will demand some data upon which depﬁnd-
ence may be placed, and caleulations may be founded. For the purpose of
affording and disseminating information of this nature, an Engineer, not only
capable but extensively known, should be emploved to survey the route, and
as a preliminary step an amount should be collected from voluntary contribu- ,
tion suflicient to secure the services of one among the most eminent. A sta-

tistical table should be compiled from diligeat inquiry, _which at a glance

h .



wual increase for a perlod of three or five years, the aggregate amount of

ck a duce raised by them for market, and their aggregate demand per

win for goods, With statements of this description, attested by names

~ of weigl tand authority, the project might come before the public under the

~ most favo rable auspices, and the books thrown open with the most perfect
a ~a of’ success.

8 4 ol ed, That a Commntee of 14 be appomted to be called the
aisxecut e Committee, with full power to collect and receive all moneys col-
- viler ed fer the purpose of defraying the expense of the survey of an average
r a Rail-Road from Springfield, by Carlinville, to Alton, to employ
~ and pay anEngmeer of good standing and qualifications to do the work, and
il #*“:?;J | hls report

' esolved, That it shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to
 combil é vhfh the report of the Engineer as full and accurate a statement of
énﬁT facts relating to the population of the district interested in this
o -Road, its increase for the last 5 years, and the amou-t of transportation
o '_ busmess which may probably be transacted upon the route, and
SRS “‘i,‘_':;a‘futl report upon the subject to the Commissioners appointed in the

- Chart er of the Company as Incorporated, which reports they shall cause to
e s s "-"‘1ted in the Sangamon Journal, Alton Spectator, and such other papers
iSRRI e ,aﬁ' are friendly to the object.

L e 3!1. Resolved, ‘That the Committees appointed by the different meetmgs
ich have been heretofore held upon this subject, to collect funds in aid of

e e centemplated survey, be respectfully requested to forward to the Chairman

! :-"‘\-

v,

- of the Executive Committee such funds &s they may have collected or may

- hereafter collect, together with such statements of statistical facts as they may

e oe able to complle, as speedily as possible.

AT  4th. Resolved, That J. T. Hudson, B. F. Edwards, W. S. Gilman, J. A.
Townsend of Madlsen Mortimer Bainbridge, Stith M. Otwell, and J. M.

S. Smith of Macoupin ; George Forquer, Thomas Houghan, James L. Lamb,

and J. E. Canfield, of Sangamon; Isaac C. Pugh, William Cantril, and

P[nhp D. Wﬂllams, of Macon, constitute this Committee.

L L 7900 motion of Col. Anderson 11 was

- Resolved, That said Report and Resolations be unanimously adopted.

“On motion of Dr. Edwards,
Resolved, That J. T. Hudson be apponuted Chairman of the Executive
Commlttee ﬁamed in the 4th resolution.
, ~ The following resolutions were then unanimously passed:
z 1st. Resolved, That the Committees appointed in the respective counties

 to take funds for the purpose of meeting the expenses of the contemplated
survey, report to the Chairman of the Executive Committee the amounts they

‘may severally have collected, by the 1st day of June next.
2d. Resolved, That each member of this Convention pledge himself to aid

the Executive and other Committees in collecting funds and statistical facts

-0 far asn their power.
3d. Resolved, That this Coavention would recommend to the Rail-Road

“Company, when in operation, to refund to the subscribers any moneys that

"L;E'H?F
4 2




may be raised and expended in makiﬁg 5&5‘ >nt
an amount of the stock of said Company prﬁpm'tt
scriptions. N

4th. Resolved, That the proceedmgs of this meeti 12 be
President and Secretarles, and be published in such pa ‘this®
are friendly to the objects of this Convention, and thgt ,. i-_
same be struck off' for distribution. The ConVelitmnii . journec

SimeoN FRraNcIs,

Isaac GREATHOUSE,
May 5, 1835.

Secretaries.

At a meeting of the Executive Committee, at Qarlmvlllo, 0 thacp i
June, 1835, in the absence of the Chairman of said Commi feé,
Epwarps, of Madison county, was elected Chairman, pra em. and M, -
BainsrincE, of Macoupin, Secretary.

The letters, testimonials, and propositions of Gen. W B MltChQ_:_f;' aid
before the meeting, for making the survey of the Rail-Road route fra ----- ring-
field via Carlinville, to Alton, and the Committee bemg fully saus -ﬂ ””‘" i
with, it was unanimously _, ey

Resolved That the President pro tem. be authorized, enter mtb
tract with Gen Mitchell for the survey: of said Rall-R*ba&rouf
timate of the probable cost of the Rail-Road, and make report .t; t to th
President of the Executive Committee, upon the terms proposed ln fpﬂ :
to George Forquer, Esq. of the 11th inst. which letter was. latd .,. "
meeting. {
2d. Resolved, That the members of the Executive Cammmee, ef Sang
mon be requested and authorised to pay over to Gen. Mitchell, out of gy '
moneys that they may have collected for that purpose, the sum of Two w R
¢red Dollars, for the purpose of commencing the proposed suruey, esum‘f’a"' S g
reports, &c. of said Rail-Road route. L

3d. Resolved, That the proceedings of this meetlng be unt to lhe Cﬁali-{
man of the Executive Committee and be fil ed with the proceedlngd of the
Convention.

4th. Resolved, That the proceedmgs of this meeting bq sngnédf.. by ihf-*-
Chairman and Secretary, and that the meeting do now adjourn, o

B. F. EDWARDS, Chmman;i}é tem,ﬂ.,.f e £

MorrT, BAaixBRIDGE, Secretary.
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rs appomled by the Charter of the Springfield and Al-
urnpike or Rail-Road Company, the Executive Committee of the Car-
2 Convent ;_;‘f;j_“pder the direction of that body would respectfully re-

, that in pursuance of the duty delegated to themn, they have caused to be
eyed an av F"age route for a Rail-Road from Spnngﬁeld throungh Carlin-
__J_,ﬁam,_ ‘That the work has been performed by Gen. W. B, Mitchell,

, ‘the testimonials of whose qualifications and ability as a
ﬂ‘“* maer are of the most ample and satisfactory nature.  From him they
ti} the following report, accompanied with extensive plans and
.' are herethh submmed to the dlsposmon, of the commis-

NP ?f;,;;figf{;_;é_ -—-—-In cor llance with an en g'l gement made with your Com—~
‘e 16th of 5) une last, I have proceeded to make a survey and es-
.. timate ol :f-.-:f-f_j”;_allway from Alton to Springfield, the maps and profiles of which
S y was comme'ﬁ'ced on the bank of the Mississippi at the steam-
g mg at State Street in Alton, and continued through Brown’s Prairie,
- m " “e and Otter PO[nt {o the line of the ]nCOTPO‘ated limits of Q"prlng-

~ feld, being adistance of seventy -two miles and eighteen chains, No definite
WD e eRtion bas been made of the line at Springfield, on account of its being
| ‘equally ¢ mment to enter the town at any point which the directors of the
. Sl “ hereafter deem most expedient, 'I'he general face of the coun-
e 'Ems ,uneommon facilities for the construction of a Railway, and were
: __1_' the necessity of crossing several streams where considerable exca-
ﬂ 1embankment are reqmred the cost of grading would be reduced
SRR SR -_i-ﬁ_'-:.;'iﬁ"”‘;'small amount. In commencing the location at Alton, the greatest
. dificulty presented itself at the outset; the Mississippi blofis approaching the
e | r*at"a'n eleva”uon of two hundred and eight feet above its waters at medium
S “h"fh aﬁ'orded but little hope of acquiring sufficient distance to attain the
sﬁmmit by an admisisble grade. Much labor and time was bestowed upon
:he”“ ’emmatmn qf every supposed practicable pass, which resulted in a con-
L iqn Of the necessity of adopting an inclined plane. To render the alter-
s haiivé“’ as unobjectionable as possible, the location was made along the Lit-
~ 1le Piasa Creekas faras the valley of that stream would accommodate- the
de being a distance. of one mile. From this point an inclined plane
B ' "l‘mmng an e%evatlon of one hundred and twelve fee*, with a base line of
elgbteen hundr‘;d and forty-four feet, reaches the elevation of the first bench of
the tab]e lands, from whence a grade atthe rate of thirty feet per mile passes
the summit at Howards. The following table of grades will afford a view
of the general face of the country through which the location has. been

de, from the mchned plane near Alton to Springfield :
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In order to afford the greatest facilities for the use of
power, no grade was adopted exeedinng thirty feet per« m*«r:-
est radius of' a curviture is eighteen hundred feet. The s

nation of the plane 1s such asto admit 1ts being used adva{;.-

mal power, or a reciprocating rope may be emplo ed so as ifﬁ
scending teams todraw up those ascending, and for the accﬁ
this object, the coal banks 1n the immediate vicinity of the h
and the inexhaustible beds of limestone at Alton, ;hlch ls ”‘
in the interior, will furnish a constant and proﬁ table m
the requisite preponderance in either direction, '

The following abstract will exhibit the estlmated expeqd
consruct the Railway: gy
Excavation, 665,467 cubic yards, at 8 cents,
Embankment, 57 1,167, do.

Mason work at Bndges and Culvert, 10, 314 percbea at
Wood superstructure of Creek Brldges, |
Ravine Bridges, o5
Side Ditches,

Frame work on Embankments, vi o)
“ Grubbing and Clearing,

gl " ¥ Pl

H =’
- - "

Add 10 per cent, for contingencies, "
”~ ' |

Cost of Grading and Bridging,

Superstmcture.
1600 tons of flat fron, 2 1-4 by 5-8 mcheﬁ, at | .--66
16 tons Spikes and Splicing Plates, at $117,00,
2,281,000 feet board measure of bearmg Plank‘;at 520,,” per M

95,040 Cross Sills, at 30 cts. each,
7 60,390 lineal feet of wood rail, at 6 cis 7 Al Ve e
Workmanship in laying track, G
Add cost of substructure, T
Cost of Railway. oy #
Average cost per mile when comphted
" ﬂ,}..g
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pnay be considera hly wduced by an economical manage-

n the part of the c(mlpanv-—the cost of delivering iron has been
ed at the 1;_gh rate of freight from New Orleans to Alton; but
lompar ,_1 1ld charter a steamboat for that purpose a saving to the
- at least. 2, would be effected, Another large item of ex-
enditure included in this estimate is the cost of sawed timber, it is believ-
d tha ""mpany would purchase timber lands at two or more con-
1ent points along the route and erect steam sawmiills, a reduction in the

ost of i to tﬁoi-nmount of $18,000 might be safely calculated upon. If
th ' pm‘éued the whole cost of the road would be $461,847,00, or
' ) per mlle. The gradmg has been esllmated for single track wnh

mmodale two tracts, should that be f'ound necessary as in all
Jbabilit i]} will at no-distant period. |
1 H ted expense exceed the calculations of the projectors of this
mprovemen t, it must principally be atwributed to a desire of rendering the
,,m “__,;._g.;ery respect worthy of the great thoroughtare of which this work
sned to become a part. The imwense natural resources of the country
UG, * ﬂudl‘y mcreasmg_ poleatton, tonether with the uncommon facilities
i State of Illinais presents for the construction of Railways in every
i on would appear to indicate a continuation of this improvement 10
" "';'sh and Erie Canal at an earl y period. Should that project be carried
S ;1 it will open at once a direct and expeditious channel of com-
el L n with the eastern markets, by the Canals and Railways of Indi-
.Ohio, New York, and Rennsylvania. The geographical position of
‘__;.;.'f‘fr"ff;.;w ‘no doubt of its great importance in a eommeicial point of view,
~©  commanding as it does the trade of the Missouri, Upper Mississippi, and 1l
i aaen vers, with their numerous navigable mbutanes, and when it is con-
bﬂtﬂi&ﬁ greater proportion o6f this trade will pass towards the East as
‘contemplated connection with the Wabash Canal shall be com-
. pletedq, lt 139:7&5 no reason fo quesiion the propriety of ad()ptmg such a location
: ,"i“lon and Springfield Railway as will render it a proper and conve-
avenue for the conveyance of the immense amount of property and
Seeiin ool seavelling whf,(}h will pass upon it. The completion of the New York and
S 'fxlﬁy will add much to the importance and value of this improve-
ment. :._"_*__*‘_‘__E_J_:.‘m[)l;shment of these objects will allow of passengers and
and} e being transported from New York to Alton and St. Louis in
eight or mue days, and those who have observed the concourse of travellers
msmg to, and from the West, by the present circutious route, will not deem

3 .' Hﬂ} .’f “

ff—jﬁ ‘H&f; sertion extravagant that passengers alone will yield a profitable return
o f@r tbe capltal requlred to complete this Railway. These considerations have
s d me to bestow more time in making the location than was at first

e _Gd necessary, and the route selected has been chosen on account of the

Bovp ', iportance of the lmprovement rather than with a view of avoiding an in-
fexpendntqrg, n iis eonstruction,
" Respectiully su\,muwd

S“: _ t,i‘mber 10th, 1835.
b 1 ,aperusal of the foregomg report, not a doubt can be entertaire
th: ;lhe construction of a Rail-Road from Springfield to Alton may be effect

W. B. MITCHELL, Engineer.
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tion to be considered previous to laknho the necessary prelimina
making a commencement. With a view of thmwi‘?hf 1 the lig
upon this important point, the Executive Committee have, under the directic
of the Convention endeavored to possess themselves of ‘such data as w i
afford some approxnmatlon to the truth, and herewnh sut mit to you the
of their investigation. The counties ¥ ying directly on th‘e f th
posed work, whose whole business, in the way of transportatic
transacted by the Rail Road, are Sangamon and Macoup‘ln
Madison through which it passes and which will reap immediate )
it may be estimated as comprising one-third of the populauon, fe
business of the county. The extent of this section of cdun,..f'-f;. .
miles is as follows :—Sangamon 1260, Macoupin 720, 1:3 of Mac _.‘: f;, _
making an aggregate of 2240 its present population has been*"_ﬁ_f' nated a
30,000, allowing to Sanoamon 20, 000 {0 Macoupin 6,000 and to 1-3 of Madi-
son 4 OOO souls. It has been ascertainsd with & considerable degrde Tf" 1
tainty, that in the county of Sangamon there are at present threeﬁ‘!
farms under cultivation—the average surplus produce of these farn

would find their way to the Mississippi bv means of the Rall-Re&&; .
estimated as follows: ' g~ s * } f'
From each of 3000 Farms, g 4 A jﬂ o
100 bushels of Wheat, 300,000 bushels at 60 lbs' per bns_,, of D .
200 bushels C‘)rn 600 000 at 50 lbs. per bushel il o 18080 i i
100 do. Oats, 300 00 at 40 lbs. pe" bushel

12 Hogs, 36,000 at 200 lbs.
5 head Cattle, 15,000 at 500 lbs.

Exports, g
Imports from the best data that can be oi)tamed to the

- ]
-
g ri e

tons per annum, making an aggregate of 49,850— which at §3 per ton for the
distance of 72 miles would be $149,550; in addition to this 1he number o
daily passengers for the whole distance bolh ways may be fairly estmﬁleﬂ ,
at 25, which at $3 per head, 300 days in the year, would am__O!mt to $22,500—
as the total receipts for passage money—gross receipts ﬁ-o"m_ the county S
Sangamon $172,050. To aid the mind in judging \vﬁeiher or not the ab. OVe g
estimate 1s extravaoant one or two facts may be stated. Durmgfhe law__ el e
we are assured that there was actually raised m"f"“he county of' Sa ga
1,500.000 bushels of wheat and more than double that ngmb el
corn. In the foregoing calculation only 1-5th of the amount of @hhe
staple articles of produce is considered as surplus, while the remainin "_’ ia

g...4,
is left for the consump-tion of a population of 20,000 souls. It lﬁ'ny
observed that the average value of the surplus produce which is assul
this estimate, putting every article at its full market value, is but §
each farm. In the connty of Macoupin, the number of farms is about 300
and the average amount of surplus produce will not fall short of that w‘_j-.

has been allowed for each farm in Sangamon. A caclculation based u

L]
1
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:;;_ would probably exceed 20 ==
din 15 920 tons, to be transported
) _aqiotmt to $23,880; together with
300 daysin the year, at $1 50 each
32 880 to be received from Macou-
ht and passage 0o mh wou]d be received from that part
rou , ht l Road would pass, has been estimated from
m;lq,ﬁ theCommlttee could obtain, at $20,000, a sum
beli wh ll ‘be found to fall far short of lhe truth; if howe&er
eceived as gn llem, lhe result of the investigation which has been
| "’"a“' gquntnes lymg duectl; vpon the line of the road, will be as

i
U

'. ~= gss llansacted per annum for Sangamon county, $172,050
S do. for a portlon of Madlson | 20,000

$224,930

it w;ll be observed that the i 1nquiries of the
_xtended only to the statistics of that section of coun-
will be actually traversed by the Rail-Road. No small addition
.;s of thws work may still be expected from the flourish-
;';ghlmrhond for the product of whose mdustry and fer-
i | ,advantageOUS outlet. Springfield is now to a great

) -. : -L ‘ l. . by
AN ST
: 4 I ﬁ ‘r.
@ L N o L -.t .Il

_-, ;.f‘t& for the counties of Macon, T'azewell, and McLean
bis Ra Qﬂd!}E constructed and within a single year from the time it
o oneration ""m_};-ll be exclusively so. An mspectmn of any cor-

will convince whoever will take the pains to make it, that
eadmg over an exfent of 4440 square miles and con-
iathp of near 12,000, must inevitably find Ihelr way
' ,'&dmm of the work now contemplated. What
" 1ese counties, Carlinville must become to por-
,ai‘)d Greene, and through this source an addi-

not less than 1500 square miles in extent, having

SC S ‘; ' {.::.-_-;' f leas_g.. 1. 000, will contribute the ‘impetus of its wealth

-~
i

i n to f'urlher fj; ,.«success of the enterpnqe in hand.

‘t“"rj_f e

Ed for the purpose of asceltalmng what amount of business the coun-
- nd portions of counties last mentioned would probably contribute to sus-
in the Rail-Road, but there ts no reason why 1t should not bear the same
roportnon to that oft Sangamon, Macoupm and Madison that the population




e . \ # s

R £, S UNNY R
..............
.........
.....

of the district lying

which it intersects. 1l
two-thirds may fairly be made
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gregate of morethan 15 per ce-pt. upon { 8 lgheStﬂ.m _h n-
gineer as the actual cost of the Road. In forming an esfimate ot this nat

the committee are aware that nothing like malhgmaflqgr,_ rtainty can be.
arrived at—an_approximation to the truth is all that can be expecied, and =& = =
that has been their object in embodying as they have the foregoing Wepehnmmedil b U0 LE
tions from such data as they could obtain from intelligent and pracicalmen
living ' 'up(:;n the rpu?e'.""‘ _ -onclusions are considered extravaga i, A R
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deduction to the extent of one half may be made,and tb_e und aking will
still remain one of the most profitable which has ever invited the eniers =
prize of the ‘capitalist. But there still remains a nqlhpr_ view t > taken of -

the matter—we have hitherto looked at the country as it is; we have seenare- = =
gion'in size larger ** 2n the State of Massachusetts every acre Of WAICRISHON & s
only arable but fertile and productive to a degree -whollg_‘: unknown on the . &
easterr side of the Alleghanies; we have seen 1t s parsely poptﬂ-a 1bysome o
50,000-souls, the greater portion of whom are sgat{ered atlr't 'if‘ pyerile UL S
surface, with the three towns of Sp}jirrgﬁeld,Caﬂrhg}f}llte_! and Altc n at either . ..
extremity and.in the centre of the tract, | How logg will it remain S0
State of Illinois during the ten years precedent to the afcmg of the last cen- "= -
Sus, advanced In population at the rate of 180 p_g_r ce_ﬂnt.-—s.ln‘cg‘_ﬂite fﬂw
ratio has been increased rather than diminished. 'Before_ ’lhlS. e
be completed and put into operation the population wh;ch' it is intended =~
"to accommodate will be doubled, and the amount of transportalion neces

"their wants will be augmented 1na sti]l_gfeater‘pmj'_
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for the supply of : bl | 4 2
Construct this work and 'you' set in motion a creallve power Whl - e
years will transform every neighborhood into a thriving erage,eV i
lage into a prosperous town, and every town 1nto'a cily of 'comtegrcm}«;:, g TR
tance and note. 'There probably does not exist anglher sectlonofe ERY - "
upon the continent where a permanent bu_siness and lnvoly_xpg* t‘he
of the principal necessaries of civhi'hzec*l 'hf_'e carmr ‘be, e_stabb'w;.f;;”% ure s T
basis, or transacted with so great a degree of mutual advantage as the on O ey
which we are treating. - The interior, one of the_ rlf;’hest‘,a’gqptﬂ!qrﬂl;@{{:f_,__; . o
in the world, is comparatively destitute of . W ding m gtena:_l . Witl “#J
“acre fit for the plough, the supply of timber lscggﬁned tqma_sc;jggy‘trﬁz;tg;qubn#
the water courses, and fortunate is the farmer who can galber ﬁomthebedaf
some adjacent stream sufficient stone to build the Chlmneyofh%scw B R
the wall of his well., In all that the interior wants, Jthqj't;pmnt' upon the
Mississippi upon which this road will debouch, 1s gifted with to an amount
wholly inexhaustible. Lumber of every descriprion is at all times there in
abundance, lime can be had for the expense of .bl_i_l_‘fl.lpg; the_% 501;1,0.61;1"’ SRS, 7
toms is admirably adapted to the composition of ‘brick; anﬂbml o .
of every description from the finest freestone to the common lime rock () DREE e
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Waters. What limit is there then to the exchange of m@mmoamef etween
the river and the interior, and what mode of _f‘ranspe‘ftiﬂ'pﬂ“i‘i?‘_‘" ely 1o8e . ...

introduced which will supersede the use of the CPNQ‘@P&: d Rail-Roadt—. @ S8
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result until Central 1llinois shall teem like the MPITPOFCOH%S R Lt s




- population of one thousand to the square mile, and some aerial Fulton shali

- adapt the power of steam to the navigation of the air. With such views u pon

. asubject into the merits of which they feel a confidence in INViting investi-

- gation, the Executive Committee would, in the name of the Convention, re-

spectiully recommend to the Commissioners under the Act, that books for

- subscription to the stock of the Springfield and Alton Turnpike or Rail-

‘Road Company be opened as speedily as shall be found convenient. They

have not in this report alluded to the continuation of the Road through

the eastern part of the State in such a direction as to form part of the great

chain of communicition between the Atlantic and Mississippi, inasmuch as

the powers granted by the present Charter do not extend to such a continua-

‘tion, and they are fully impressed with the opinion that in no way can the ac-

- complishment of that great object be so speedily and effectually furthered as

by an energetic commencement upon, and perseverance in the present work .—

In forming their opinion upon the expediency of progressing with the Alton

and Springfield Rail-Road, they have been desirous that it should be based

solely upon the merits of the undertaking itself, separate and apart from any
other consideration whatsoever, - By the Committee.

J. T. HUDSON, Chairman.

At a meeting of the Executive Committee, appointed by the Rail Road
Convention, held at Alton, on the 9th of September, 1835, the {ollowing
resolutions were unanimously passed :

1. That the Report of Gen, W, B. Mitchell upon the survey of a route
between Alton and Springfield be accepted, and that it be published 1n the
Springfield Journal, and the Alton Spectator, and in pamphlet form.

2. That the statistical estimates presented to the Committlee, are deemed
correct and within the trath, and that a report founded upon them be publish-
ed simultaneously, with the report of the Engineer.

3. That the Commiitee ur¥ently recommend to the Commissioners, ap-
pointed under the charter, to open Books for subscription to the stock of the
Alton and Springfield Rail-Road Company, as soon as practicable.

4. That the thanks of the Committee be tendered to Gen. Mitchell, for the
masterly and scientific manner in which he has executed the survey 1in
question, and for the great amount of valuable information which he has af-
forded to the Committee and the country.

6. That this Commiittee adjourn sine die.

J. T. HUDSON, Chairman.

J. A, Townsenp, Secretary.




