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It isa very pkeasant tbms to have agam £y

‘ kmd of late, and 1 c'\nrm' just now thlnl of a"xyv

poet living whom T would rather have had. .f\tlﬁﬂv‘
my prophetic longing (I will call it prophetic; {n;
bonor of the gvent) than Mr. James Whitcomb
Riley. Pt;rhaps it is not well for me in my quality
of eritic to explain that 1 Jost my heart to ‘V{r.‘
Riley a good.while ago | bat I suppose 1 am ‘not -
very Rhadamanthine (if 1 may be aliowed so large
a word in sa little a publication as this), axd I am
naot sure chat to judge a poet by one’s uliection is
not the best way of dotng him jusvica. It is cers
tain that one cannct judge him fairly if one does
My love for Mr. Riley's work, T
does nei hide from me sotne indifferences
to techdique which this master of technijue per-
mits himself: and I think the faithfulest little
word-picker of tham all ougac to ewn tae beother
whep I accuse him of rhyming montis and smce,.
of often breaRing a line upov an adjective, and of
even dividing a couplet upon a definite article. "1
cdn assure Mr. Riley that these things are dread-.
fol in themselves and a fatal example to the
young'; and I can only wish that T eould catch
some man who fancied himsell my enemy ia'the
same ctipres. Then I would not suffer them for a
moment, and T can casily imagine that as soon as
s cye he
will 1mta.ntly promise never to de so any more.

He has chosen for the vehicle of his poem that,
leisurely and comfortable decasyllabic rhyme:

.believe,

~which loug ago comically got itself called herolg,

and which -here gives me the effect of being put‘

veneralile disuse still upon it.  Asit creaks gen_tly!-‘

' along uader the poet, with a pleasant clatter of

loosened bolts and nuts, it stops now and thenand.
lets him break into a lyric, and thes sfqrts q‘uiggly
on again. From beginning to end it mowes through’
the world .of childhood, the childheod of fdrty o
fifty.years ago, the childhood of that vanished

1 West which lay between the Ohio and the Missis-.
‘sippi, and was, unless memory abuses my fonds

ness, the happiest land that ever there wag under.
There were no very rich uor very. poor
in ;hat region, which has since ‘becoine the very




