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A VOICE FROM OHI1O.

1o the Editor of the American Sunday-School Magazine.

Sir——A fact is stated in the last
number of your Magazine, which, al-
though familiar to my mind, awakened
a number of very interesting in(f]uiries.

The fact is this. The number of ¢ chil-
dren receiving the benefits of Sabbath-
school instruction” in the great valley
of the Mississippi, is ‘less than half
as great, as were embraced in a single
society in the centre of the state of
New York;” and yet the latter does
not contain one-tenth as many inhabi-
tants as the former. Now for the in-
quiries as to the cause of it.

Is it because competent teachers can-
not be found for conducting Sabbath-
schools at the west! I am aware that
many, who are unacquainted with the
true character of the western part of
our country, would answer in the af-
firmative: but, sir, this is not the case.
There are very few settlements 1n
Ohio, (I speak from personal observa.-
tion,) where there are not, at least,
three or four intelligent, prous, active
persons, who are ready and willing to
engage In instructing in a Sabbath-
school: I have no doubt but the same
is true of the other western states.
There i1s indeed one 1mportant point
in which they are deficient; I mean
experience. In this respect they will
only share the disadvantages common
to all places, in the commencement of

Sabbath-schools. -And how shall the
VYoL. VI.=—13

evil be remedied? By neglecting
Sabbath-schools altogether—by read-
ing books on the subject! The know-
ledge acquired in this way is indeed
valuable, but the individual who should
attempt in this way to prepare him-
self to conduct a Sunday-school, would,
after all, find himself a novice in the
business, until he had learned some-
thing by experience. In this way
Christians at the west are willing to
learn, nor will they be dull scholars in
this school.

Are not the people at the west able
and willing to contribute funds suffi-
cient to procure the books for con-
ducting Sabbath-schools? Here agamn
let me speak from personal observa-
tion. In Ohio, every settlement which
can furnish a sufficient number of
leachers and scholars to commence a
Sunday-school, will contribute funds
sufficient to procure all necessary re-
quisites for such a school, and as many
bound volumes for libraries, from the
depository of the American Sunday-
School Union, as they have scholars in
their school. I say, they will do this
at the.commencement of their school;
they have done it in near two hundred
places in this state, within the last six
months: and would do it in three hun.
dred more were an agent to visit

them. |
Are there no suitable houses 1n
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which Sabbath-schools may be held?
Here, indeed, they will suffer some
inconvenience, but it will present no
obstacles that cannot be easily sur-
mounted. Hundreds of Christians
- here, where there are not suitable
public buildings, are ready to open
the doors of their dwelling houses in
winter; and they are not too proud to
occupy their barns for so ennobling
an object, in the summer.
instances it has been done.
Why then, to return to our inquiry,
are there no more Sunday-schools in
‘‘the valley of the Mississippi?”’ For
precisely the same reasons that there
were not Sunday-schools 1n the state
of New York, and in the New Eng-
land states, ten years ago. The at-
tention of the vpeople has not been
called to the subject; they are sleep-
ing over 1t, and they only need some
one to arouse them——to tell them of
the value of Sabbath-schools, and what
they have done in other places—and
they will commence a vigorous and
efficient march in the great and glo-
rious work, of training up the rising
generation n the way they should go.
Let the ‘“old states” furnish the
men, and the means of sending them
into this highly interesting' field of la-
bour, and e wilderness sgall, indeed,
be glad for them; and the desert shall
bud and blossom -as the rose. Only
let the means be furnished, and the
work can be done: Sabbath-schools
can be planted in two years through-
out the whole region of the west.
But Christians in the Atlantic states
must first awake to the work. Yes,

dear brethren, it is for you who have |

enjoyed the privileges and blessings
‘of Sabbath-schools, who know how to
estimate their value—it is for you to
say whether the children and youth of
‘“the west,”” shall enjoy the benefits
of Sabbath-school instruction, or whe-
ther they shall be deprived of those
privileges, which, under God, have
proved the means of making many of
your children heirs of eternal life.

I have read, during the past year,
with the deepest interest, the ¢ Month-
ly Appeals” of the ¢ Home Mis-
sionary,’” ¢¢ Bible,” and ¢¢ Tract Socie-
ties,” in behalf of the ¢ great valley

of the Mississippi.” I hope and trust |

the friends of the Redeemer in every
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| part of our country, are ready to “bid

them God speed.” _

My heart has been gladdened by
the promptness with which these calls
have been answered by the Christian
public, in replenishing the exhausted
treasuries of those societies. But why
1s it that so little has been done for
the missionary fund of the American
Sunday-School Union? 1s the work
unworthy the patronage of the Chris-
tian public! Does it not promise
sufficient encouragement to warrant
the eftort? I refer you to the facts
above stated for an answer. If you
are not satisfied with these, cast your
eye over the map of Ohio: its popu-
lation 1ncreased to almost a million;
its” towns and villages springing up
with a rapidity unparalleled in the
history of our world, on almost every
ten miles of its wide surface; its com-
mon schools going into successful
operation in every township; its inter-
nal improvements, a full half century
in advance of its years; its Bible and
Tract societies organized, or being
organized, In every county. Look at
a picture that falls but little short of
this in Indiana, and say as you contem-
plate the subject, whether Sabbath-
schools at ““the west,” shall keep
pace with the progress of other reli-
gious and civil institutions ; or shall
they droop, and wither, and die?
Shall this part of our country remain a
wilderness ; or shall it be cultivated,
and become as the garden of God?
When you meet together in ¢“ concert”
to pray for the blessing of God on
Sabbath-schools, pray fervently and
in faith for Sabbath-schools at ‘¢ the
west,” and show your faith by your
works. J.

Columbus, Ohivo, March, 1829.

REASONS WHY IT IS THE PECULTAR DUTY
AND PRIVILEGE OF MINISTERS OF

THE GOSPEL TO PROMOTE SABBATH-
SCHOOLS.

The period of the world in which
our brief space for action is assigned
us, though marked by many important
characteristics, is peculiarly distin-
guished by the influence which it will
probably have on the commg of the

millennium. The current opinion is,
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that the period of the world’s regene-

ration 1s at hand:—that after a few

more changes the kingdoms of the

earth shall ¢ become the kingdoms of

our Lord and of his Christ.”” Prepara-
tory to this state of things very great
efforts must be made by the church
of God. The four hundred and fifty
millions of Pagans, the one hundred
and eighty milhions of Mahomedans
and Jews, and one-half of the nomi-
nally Christian world must be en-
hghtened. To this end, how man
hands must toil, how many heads and
hearts must be engaged! What
myriads of Bibles must be printed and
tracts circulated !—Education must be
Chnistianized and extended; ministers
must be multiplied, sermons preached;
missions are to be planted, dangers
encountered, and persecution suftered!
Every exertion must be made on a
scale corresponding with the large-
ness of the promise which animates 1t.
Multitudes must labour where one
now toils alone. Every man must say
to his neighbour, ¢ know the Lord;”
every island must be explored, every
dark place of the earth enlightened,
every habitation of man, however re-
mote, pervaded by the truth of God.
For ‘“brass, must be brought gold,
and for iron, silver;—a little one must
become a thousand, and a small one a
strong nation.”
who, under God, are to do and to bear
all this? Where is that army of mis-
sionaries who are to conquer the world
for Jesus Christ? The present re-
sources of the church, either in men
or means, are nothing to what they
must become, in order to produce the
results which we expect. But 1if the
nillennium be as near as we hope, the
work of preparing and putting in ac-
tion all this machinery, is to he done
in the present and two or three fol-
lowing generations. A large portion
of the instruments who are to be em-
ployed, must be educated for God, and
become the subjects of converting
grace in this and the next century.
Thanks to the King of Zion, in the
Sunday-school system we have an en-
gine whose power is adequate to the
work to be done. The exigencies of
the world now require some mighty
machinery in addition to whatit pos-
sessed before; and heaven has pro-

of Ministers to Promote Sabbath-schools.

And where are they, |
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vided that machinery, and put it in
action at the very time it 1s needed.
If then the question be repeated,
‘¢ where are the men whose influence
1s to convert the world?””’> We answer
IN THE SABBATH-SCHOOLS OF THE NEXT
HUNDRED YEARS;—and the men who
now fll the pulpits of Christendom are
they, whose zeal 1s to organze the
system and give it momentum. Itis
the privilege of this generation of mi-
nisters, and especially of the favoured
clergy of our own happy country, un-
shackled as they are by arbitrary pre-
scriptions, and free to pursue any plan
that augurs well for the interests of
man,—it is theirs to give form to this
enterprise, and bring the full weight
of their talents and professional in-
fluence to bear upon its promotion.

1. Clergymen are the consecrated
guardians of the public morals,—reli-
gion 1s their profession. The express
object of their ministry, according to
the ordinance of God and n the view
of man, is to take care of the religious
interests of the community, Sabbath-
schools, therefore, being a powerful
means of forming the popular charac-
ter, come naturally under the cog-
nizance of the clergy; and we cannot
see how they can neglect these insti-
tutions without being wanting to their
trust as the public functionaries of re-
ligion. To them, in connexion with
pious and intelligent laymen, it belongs
to mature plans for the general estab-

lishment of Sabbath-schools through-

out the country; to devise the best
methods of conducting them; to pro-
duce suitable elementary books, and
guard them from the leaven of erro-
neous principles; and, m short, to
make the system as perfect in its de-
tails, and as extensive in its applica-
tion, as possible. |
2. Ministers have peculiar facilities
for the promotion of Sabbath-schools.
They are generally literary men, and
therefore may be supposed to be ac-
quainted with the different improve.
ments in popular education. They
have much professional intercourse
with each other which may subserve
the extension of Sabbath-schools. As-
sociated as they are in Conferences,
Presbyteries, Classes, Associations,
Conventions, &c. they have all the ad-
vantages of organized bodies already
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formed, and are, at any time, prepared
t0 act in concert. This is an import-
ant advantage. Where can we find
any other class of men, who, as a class,
can engage in this work with facilities
comparable to these! ILaymen have
no such extensive organization; no
such esprit du corps; their attention is,
for the most part, necessarily with-
drawn from the direct promotion of
objects of this kind, by the distraction
of secular employments. Again, mi-
nisters have a professional influence
which may promote this object. In
popular apprehension, there is a dig-
nity attached to the office -of clergy-
men, which imparts to any institution,
which they patronise, a kind of reli-
gious obligation. It is felt that their
solemn 'trust gives them authority in
these matters,

3. Sabbath-schools afford peculiar
facilities to ministers in the discharge
of their professional duties to children.
“¥Feed my lambs,’” is the injunction
of the Chieft Shepherd, who has added
to the obligation of the command, the
authority of his own example. To
those who take their commission and
learn its spirit from the Bible, nothing
need be said to prove that they have a
solemn duty to perform relative to
children. In the discharge of this
duty, Sabbath-schools possess several
advantages over every other plan.
First, it saves time and labour to the
minister. Many clergymen are apt to
think that the introduction of Sabbath-
schools into their congregations 1s cer-
tain to add to their toils; and hence, a
common objection with those who are

not better informed, is, ““ our time is

so occupied already, that we cannot
increase our engagements.” Sabbath-
schools will indeed add to the labours
of those who neglect children alto-
gether in their parochial duties; but
to those who are, in any of the ordi-
nary ways, endeavouring to fulfil their
obligations-to this class of their con-
gregations, the Sabbath-school pro-
mises an important diminution of la-
bour and a saving of precious time.
The children, instead of being scat-

tered abroad over the whole extent of

the parish, to be reached only at the
distant periods of pastoral visitation,

are gathered together weekly, and
grouped 1n classes just large enough

April,

to admit of their being conversed with
advantageously; so that the minister
has an opportunity of instructing each
child with far less expense of time and
trouble, than 1f he wvisited them at
their respective houses. Besides, In
the Sabbath-school he has assistants in
this labour of love. The whole amount
and purpose of the teachers’ employ-
ment goes to confirm the impression
which the clergyman makes. In short,
these institutions are to the minister
in the religious education of children,
what the LANCASTERIAN system 1s in
secular education;—it 1s doing more
work with less time and labour, and
doing it better. By removing the in-
struction of children from the fireside
to the Sabbath-school room, the mi-
nister secures another advantage;—he
may devote the time employed in
ministerial visits more exclusively to
adults.

Again, this plan is best for the chil-
dren. There is, generally, in a child’s
ilea of a ministerial visit, something
so like the “ pomp and circumstance™
of an extraordinary occasion, that he
1s thrown into a state of mind quite
hostile to his improvement. Children
feel a constraint when conversed with
in the presence of adults, and espe-
cially of their parents, from whom
they are quite certain of receiving
reproof if they fail to do themselves
credit. In such circumstances, the
apprehension is not quick, nor the
memory retentive; and whatever 1s
retained in spite of all these disadvan-

tages, 1s ever after connected with
unpleasant associations. But in a Sab-

bath-school, to say nothing of the
greater frequency with which truth is
presented to the mind, every circum-
stance is favourable to an agreeable
impression. The child 1s surrounded
by those of his own age; he feels at
ease In his accustomed seat with fa-
miliar faces before his eye; and thus
his acquirements are attended by
agreeable associations. He will learn
faster in a Sabbath-school than with
the same amount of labour at home:
and this will be the case, not merely
because his studies are social, but be-
cause these institutions employ, 1n an
unusual degree, the pupil’s own pow-
ers in the process of instruction; and
all who know any thing of the philo-























































































