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Chevalier J. G. Hiilsemann to the Secretary of State.

[Translation. |

. AUSTRIAN LEGATION,
W AsHINGTON, September 30, 1850.

The undersigned, Chargé d’ Affaires of his Majesty the Emperor
of Austria, has been instructed to make the following communica-
tion to the Secretary of State :

As soon as the Imperial Government became aware of the fact
that a United States agent had been despatched to Vienna, with

orders to watch for a favorable moment to recognise the Hunga-
rian Republic, and to conclude a treaty of commerce with the

same, the undersigned was directed to address some confidential
but pressing representations to the Cabinet of Washington against

that proceeding, which is so much at variance with those princi-
ples of international law, so scrupulously adhered to by Austra at
all times and under all circumstances, towards the United States.

In fact, how 1is it possible to reconcile such a mission with the
principle of non-intervention, so formally announced by the United

States as the basis of American policy, and which had just been
sanctioned with so much solemnity by the President, in his inau-
gural address of March 5, 1849? Was it in return for the friend-
ship and confidence which Austria had never ceased to manifest
towards them, that the United States became so impatient for the
downfall of the Austrian Monarchy, and even sought to accelerate
that event by the utterance of their wishes to that effect? Those
who did not hesitate to assume the responsibility of sending Mr.
Dudley Mann on such an errand, should, independent of considera-
tions of propriety, have borne in mind that they were exposing

their emissary to be treated as a spy. Itis to be regretted that
the American Government was not better informed as to the actual

resources of Austria, and her historical perseverance in defending.
her just rights. A knowledge of those resources would have led
to the conclusion that a contest of a few months’ duration could
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neither have exhausted the energies of that Power, nor turned
aside 1its purpose to put down the insurrection. Austria has
struggled against the French revolution for twenty-five years ;
the courage and perseverance which she exhibited in that memo-
rable contest have been appreciated by the whole world.

To the urgent representations of the undersigned, Mr. Clayton
answered that Mr. Mann’s mission had no other object in view
than to obtain reliable information as to the true state of affairs in

Hungary, by personal observation ; this explanation can hardly
be admitted, for it says very little as to the cause of the anxiety

which was felt to ascertain the chances of the revolutionists.
Unfortunately, the language in which Mr. Mann’s instructions
were drawn gives us a very correct idea of their scope. This

language was offensive to the Imperial Cabinet, for 1t designates
the Austrian Government as an wron rule, and represents the

rebel chief, Kossuth, as an illustrious man ; while improper ex-
pressions are introduced in regard to Russia, the intimate and
faithful ally of Austria. Notwithstanding these hostile demon-

strations, the Imperial Cabinet has deemed it proper to preserve
a conciliatory deportment, making ample allowance for the igno-
rance of the Cabinet of Washington on the subject of Hungarian

~affairs, and its disposition to give credence to the mendacious
rumors which are propagated by the American press. This ex-

tremely painful incident, therefore, might have been passed over

without any written evidence being left, on our part, in the
archives of the United States, had not General Taylor thought

proper to revive the whole subject by communicating to the Senate,
in his message 'of the 18th of last March, the instructions with
which Mr. Mann had been furnished on the occasion of his mis-
sion to Vienna. The publicity which has been given to that
document has placed the Imperial Government under the neces-
sity of entering a formal protest, through its official representa-

tive, against the proceedings of the American Government, lest
that Government should construe our silence into approbation, or
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toleration even, of the principles which appear to have guided 1ts
action and the means it has adopted.

In view of all these circumstances, the undersigned has been
istructed to declare that the Imperial Government totally disap-
proves, and will always continue to disapprove, of those proceed-
ings, so offensive to the laws of propriety ; and that it protests
against all interference in the internal affairs of its Government.

Having thus fulfilled his duty, the undersigned considers it a for-
tunate circumstance that he has it in his power to assure the

Secretary of State that the Imperial Government 1s disposed to

cultivate relations of friendship and good understanding with the
United States, relations which may have been momentanly weak-

ened, but which could not again be seriously disturbed without
placing the cardinal interests of the two countries in jeopardy.
The instructions for addressing this communication to Mr.

Clayton reached Washington at the time of General Taylor’s
death. In compliance with the requisitions of propriety, the

undersigned deemed 1t his duty to defer the task until the new
administration had been completely organized; a delay which he
now rejoices at, as it has given him the opportunity of ascertain-
ing from the new President himself, on the occasion of the recep-
tion of the diplomatic corps, that the fundamental policy of the
United States, so frequently proclaimed, would guide the relations
of the American Government with the other Powers. Even if
the Government of the United States were to think it proper to
take an indirect part in the political movements of Europe,
American policy would be exposed to acts of retaliation, and to
certain inconveniences, which could not fail to affect the com-
merce and the industry of the two hemispheres.

All countries
are obliged, at some period or other, to struggle against internal
difhculties ; all forms of government are exposed to such disagree-
able episodes ; the United States have had some experience in
this very recently. Civil war is a possible occurrence every
where, and the encouragement which 1s given to the spirit of in-


























































