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LORD, WE FRAY THEE, THAT THY
GRACE MAY ALWAYS PREVENT AND
FOLLOW US 3 AND MAKE US CONTIN-
UALLY TO BE GIVEN TO ALL GOOD
WORKS, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR

LORD, AMEN.
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THE STRUGGLE OF SENSE AGAINST FAITH.

IBATAN vi 18,

LET HIM MAKE SPEED, AND HASTEN HIS WORK, THAT WE MAY SEE IT:
AND LET THE COUNSEL OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL DRAW

NIGH AND COME, THAT WE MAY KNOW IT.

Tue prophet represents these words as having been
spoken by wicked men—men under such strong delu-
sion as to appear ‘“wise and prudent in their own
sigcht,”” notwithstanding their open contempt of Gop’s
judgments and their eager pursuit in the ways of sin.
But, without doing violence to their special import, 1

think, we may fairly consider them as indicating the

great, the universal struggle of sense against fauth.

A struggle which has been going on in our world, ever
since the first human pair, in strange disbelief of Gob
under instigation of the devil, took of the fatal tree,
“when they saw 1t was good for food, and pleasant
to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one Wisg.”

This, then, is the awful subject which now claims

our attention—zhe struggle of semse against faith.
Sense, in its largest scope; Fauth, as restricted and
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defined by the Gospel. Sense, teaching men ¢ to lay
up treasures on earth, to make provision for the flesh,

to walk according to the course of this world, to walk

by sight, walk by the light of their own fire,” to put
confidence in temporal things, to be proud of them-

selves, to rely upon their own wisdom, make their

perceptions the measure of their belief, to pry into
mysteries, to question everything not comprehensible,
to venture nothing for the soul, to * judge from the
outward appearance’—judge hastily and confidently
upon the deepest things, condemn truth which cannot
be fathomed, separate means from an end where the
connexion cannot be distinctly traced, to take nothing
upon the mere authority of Almighty Gop—but to
subject everything to human skill and experience,
and to interpose new 1nstruments and systems where
the old ones of the Gospel seem too slow or uncertain
in their results. This is semse in its struggle with
Jfauth.

concentrating the powers upon the attainment of

Faith, opening the view to an invisible world,

invisible things; turning the heart away from the
counsels of sense, and inspiring in it a conviction of
infallible certainty in the revelations of Gon. Fath,
disclosing the dangers of the soul from ¢ the deceitful
lusts’ of the body, and making men desire, above all
things, to be ““transformed by the renewing of their

minds’’—to ¢ have their life hid with Christ in Gop.”
Fauth, leading men to fear themselves—their own

wisdom, the conclusions of their own minds—to feel
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that they ‘“are not sufficient of themselves to think
any thing as of themselves,” and to pray with the
trembling Psalmist— Try me, O Gob, and seek the
ground of my heart; prove me, and examine my
thoughts. Look well if there be any way of wicked-
ness in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Fauth, infusing into the heart of man, the spirit of a
hittle child, placing him in quiet and affectionate con-
fidence at the feet of Jesus, to /earn of Him, to rest
upon His words, however mysterious, to be guided
by His counsels, however trying to the flesh; to be-
lieve and adore, where sense would presume and cavil ;
to hasten to obey, where sense would wait to be con-
vinced. Fauth,  glorying only in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ”’—binding the heart and mind and
life to Him, “ who is Head over all things unto the
church ;" making men tranquil and valiant and endur-
ing in their union with Him, but fearful of stepping
beyond the sphere of His influence, the limits of His
covenant, the defences of His Church-—His Church
the purchase of His blood, the object of His dearest
love, His body and His spouse; making them eager

for His near fellowship ; but patient under the delays
of His providence—faithful, humble, prayerful, watch-
ful under the hidings of his face, ever ready to bow
meekly to His decrees, to breathe His spirit, while
bending beneath the weight of His mysterious and
chastening power ; ever afraid of themselves, and ever
uttering the prayer—‘ Not my will, but thine be




























































