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Several months have elapsed, since I first
announced myself as a eandidate to repre-
sent you.in the popular branch of the state
Previously to this announce-
ment, I was honored by an invitation from
a number of my fellow citizens in different
parts of the county, to present myself be-
fore you for your suffrages. In doing so, I
foe]l conscious of having been influenced
more by this simultaneous, and, to me, un-
expected expression of the wishes of a large
portion of the people of Madison, than by
any overweening anxiety for office. Kor,
having before retired to a farm in the forks
of Wood river, and sought that repose and
seclusion which a country situation affords,
I had indulged no eager aspirings after pub-
Lic honors. But, sensibly alive to the good
opinion of my fellow citizens, and gratified
by this evidence of their kindness and cofi-
fidence, it shall be my endeavor, 1f elected,
to repay the obligation, by an honest, faith-
ful, and zealous devotion to your imterests
—persuaded that in so doing, I shall best
advance my own, as identified with yours

‘in the pursuits of agriculture,

Maintaining the doctrine that, in a gov-
cernment hike ours, all power emanates from

the people, and that the representative 1sdi- -

rectly arnénable to thém, their right to in-
struct, and the duty of the representative to
obey instruction, 1s recognized by meto the
fullest extent. And 1 discharging the du-
ties of legislation, this - would be, with me,
the governing principle, so far as the public
will could be satisfactorily ascertained. Act-
ing upon this principle, it becomes the im-

general government,
necessary for the legi
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tion which ought not, f¢la moment, to be
resisied. Yet, true as'{] this may be, we
know that the pay of thgvolunteers of last
year has been so long @ayed, as to force

~many to an unavoidab§l sacrifice of their

claims; and that the otlj s have, as I verily

believe, failed to receivetheir just and full

share of compensation. "Those lately and
now actually in the serv@e have yet to learn
how soon, or how mucljzand what measure
of relief will be obtainedpt the hands of the

should it become

this subject, and shoulgl I be nonored by
the confidence of the pgople, I pledge my-
self that my best exertigns shall be devoted
to the assertion and to'
all these claims for cod

indemnity.

of the national road
Alton has bheen one olfengrossing interest
to the people of this@ounty. The part
which I have taken in Jboth at home, and
during the sitting o7 the legislature, 1s
known to the greater nimber, if not to all
of the citizens of Madibon, My earliest ef-
forts in behalf of the méasure were diciated
by a deep conviction ¢f its paramount im-
portance, without an 1€h of ground in the
viclage, or a foot of l@d in the country to
bias my judgment or f@lings. Apart from
lons, which, to my
mind, were conclusiviin favor of Alton, I
was persuaded that tlé¢' local interests, rot
only of Madison coufy, but of the whole
state, were deeply invived in the question.
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culable injury to the eommunity, I should
hold myself criminally culpable in with-

holding the expression of this sentiment,
when tendering my best services to the pub-
lic. Itis, however, no part of my purpose
to indulge 1n reflections on those who are
engaged in this business. Having ebtain-
ed a legal sanetion, this, like every other

mode of 1nvestment, is alike open (o all.

Nor will the narrow compass of a circular
admit of a detailed view of all the adverse

bearings of this subject.

{ature to act upon- that universal experience has shewn, that

be maintenance of
jpensation and for

The question in relatn to the location
rough the town of

Suffice 1t to say,

the necessities of men will occasion a resort
to the miserable expedient of borrowing, at
any rate however extravagani, to save the
loss of property—that this delusive resortin

duces a rapid accumulation of delt—that a
cerfain sacrifice of the goods and chattels,
lands and tenements, of the unfortunate
borrower almost inevitably ensues—that 1ni-
mense sums of money are employed in {his
gainful pursuit, which would otherwise be
applied to the purchase and improvement of
lands, to the ereetion of mills, the founding
of mznufactories, and various other objects
of general and permanent utility—that the
exhausting drains of money, through the
medium of our land offices, are rendered
tenfold more exhausting by means of iliis
impoverishing supply—and finally, that the
experience of every sfate 1n the Union, ex-
cept that of lllinois, has tested the proprie-
ty, nay, the absolute necessity of mterposs

ing the shield of the law against ihe ruin-

ons consequences of exorbitant infcrest,

An easy, safe, and eflicient remedy for this
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perative duty of every candidate for public
favor to consider well the exigencies of the
tirnes, to devise measures of local and gen-
crel interest, to ferret out abuses, and to

propose suitable remedies. In making this
ageneral survey, our minds are very natural-
ly led to the contemplation of the peculiar-
ly discouraging aspect of thingsinour state
at the present time. Although blessed with
a healthfu! climate, and a fertile soil, (ordi-
narily yielding an abundant recompense to

And, with this persu$ion, | shall ever be
found ready to lend mj a1d, either officially
or otherwise, in public®r in private, at home
or abroad, towards thelaccomplishment of

overwhelming evil may, and ought to be '-
provided. f |

In conclusion, fellow eitizens, I would
remark that an attentive observaiion of the
this most desirable objedt. ; course of proceeding, during the last ses-

Among the various pbjects which may sion of the legislature, has rivetted upon
be expected to engage the attention of the my mind the conviction that THE BANE oF
legislatore, the proper|application of the ALL USEFUL LEGISLATION IS A RECKLESS
school fund te the puposes of education spiriT or PaRTY. Wiienever this evil spit-
appears to me to be pe-eminently impor- it insinuates itself into cur public councils,
tant and 1interesting t¢ the people of this nought isto be witnessed but the busy -
the labors of the husbandman,) we have new and growing cofntty.  This fund trigues of INTERESTED LEADERS, stimulat-
been recently visited by inclement seasons, should, in my opinion/be appropriated as ed by the desire of gaining, or the fear of
a period of unexampled scarcity, a savage early as practicable,tq the establishment losing power. The strife of party.ence
and disastrous froptier war, the consequent and support of common schools; by means fairly commenced, days, and nighisy and
loss of a large portion of our population, and  of which, the henefits of education may be, weeks are employed in the marshalling of |
a sudden and most injurious check to the as far as possible, bhrousht home to every forces, and inall the arts of petiy mancuv- "
rapid tide of emigration' from o.her states, family in the state, /And these benefits ring.. The victory of the party becomes : |
Whilst some of these evils'may be averted, cannot be too highly gpreciated by a peo- theugreat object; and, too often, all measures - ;
or, at least, in a great degree palliated bya ple, for whom republican coustituticns have are deemed right or wrong as they tend to '
system of rigid economy and persevering in-  been ordained, free institutions established, promote or impede it. T'he attainment of
dustry, others may, and probably will require and all the distinguished privileges and the end 1s considered as the supreme gocd,
Jegislafive interposition for their counterac- blessings of “civil liberty provided. Upon and the detestable doctrine is adopted that.
tion. Many of our citizens in the interior  our children will devolve these inestimable ¢the end will justify the means.” Flushed
of the state have been called from their advantages, together yith the high and res- by the triumph of victory, or goaded by the
homes, TO FIGHT THE BATTLES OF THE ponsible duty of watching the movements mortification of defeat, the legislative hall
UNITED STATES, U1’03§ A QUARREL ENTIRE- of pub]ic men, of Scrutinizing the tendency exhibits a scene of presi.xmpm(:us arrogance,
LY THEIR OWN, ata time when their utmost. of public measures, and vigilantly guarding and insolent exultation on ‘he one hund,
exertions were demanded to ward.off the from violation their own free constitution. and of bitter resentment, evil suspieion, and
elfects of the difficuities and embarrass- How important then, that they should be- unreconciled disgust on the other. In this
ments which surrounded them.—They have come intelligent and enlightened upon sub- state of highly excited feeling, the charac-
obeyed this call with that promptness and jects so intimately connected with the gen- ter of the prudent legislator becomes merg-
patriotism wiich ever characterizes republi- “eral welfare! Inabsolnte monarchies, igno- ed in that of the :mg;y partizan, the trueand
can freemen. Services rendered, and sac- rance is the safeguard ¢f power; but in re- legitimate objects of legislation are forgot-

rifices encountered under such circumstan- publics, intelligence 'is the fortress of free- ten, and the public mnterests are most shame-
ces, should entitle t!lem to the Speedi_est and dom. Rpie 2 fully neglected. Toavoid this evil conta--
amplest remunera’ion. Our frontier set- The regulation of interest upon the pay- gion, to counteract its sinister influences,
tiers, exposed to all the horrors of savage ment of money is andther topic of vital con- and, in every way, to labor for the public
warfare, their settlements broken up, their cern to which 1 wopld especially invite good, shall be, if clected, the supreme ob-
houses plundered, their farms laid waste, your serious attentiop, Believing, as 1 ve- jectof Your fellow citizen, i
and their property dispersed, have a claim rily do, that the very high rate of interest CYRUDS EDWARDS,

upon the charity and the justice of the na- “exacted in our state jg fraught with incal- | %3
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