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MINUTES

Of a Convention of United Baptists, held with the New Hope Church in

Clay county, Mo. on Friday and Saturday, 26th and 27th

‘days ef April, 1844,

FRIDAY 261h. .
1. The Convention was organized by callmg Jabez Shotwell te the

Chair, and appointing William D. Hubbell Clerk pro tem.
2. Letters were then received from the following Churéhes, and the
niames of their Messengers enroled with their numerical strength, as follows:

"

"Erp. Arviy P. Wirniams, Jabez Shotwell, James W. %
Sacry, Luther F, Warder-—No. of members 50

William D. Hubbell, Elijab Stout, John W, Cockrell, ¢
Edward Dameal*‘-——No. of members : 32

“‘lsl Baptlst Ch.
Richmond.

2nd. Baptist Ch.
Liberty.

New Hope } Erp.

RoesrT J: AM-ES Franklin Graves, Luke Wal.
lcams, William F ranklin—No. of members o

Pleasant Ridge ) Thos. W, Mitchell,* William A. Guthrie,® Edward
Herndon,* James H. Derrham®--No. of members 41

Little Flock ]} Solemon Dunigan, Reland Hankins, Mathew Eve-
rett--Ne. ef members 9

* Absent. Total 234

s

3. Proceeded to the election of Moderator and Clerk by private ballot.

Brother White took the votes, ard reported in favor of A.P. Williams, for
Moderator, and W. D, Hu

or lerk '-
4, Appointed a comm‘ # thew rinﬁ
with the Moderator and Cler S,M ho{we.
to draft a Constitution, Articles off Faith,and Rules of Decorum, and te ar- - **“
range other business for the Coavention, and report on to.merrow. e
- 5. Elected Eld..A. P. Williams to deliver an mtroductory sermnn

to-morrow at 10 o clock A. M. m
Adjourned until te- ‘MOITOW mornmg:&b

Prayer by R. James.




SATURDAY 27ih.

1. Morning session, 10 o’clock. Rev. Williams addressed the Conven-
tion from Acts. 28: 22, “But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest:
for as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against.”’

<:  On metion, an opportunily was given to any persons who might be
present with authority from the Churches to which they belonged to join the
Convention to do so, when the Messengers from the Church last mentioned
above, were received by the right hand of fellowship, and took seats in the
Convention. " gk

Bider P. M. Sweim from Platte River Association being present, was in-
vited to a seat. T . , ,

3. The report of the committee of arrangements, called for, read and re-
ceived, and the commitiee discharged. , _

4. The Constitutien, Articles of Faith, and Rules of Decorum read, and ,
after deliberate comsideration unanimously adopted. They are appended to
these minutes. 8 » L

9. The Convention then adopted the name of the “Norrm LiserTY
AssociaTioN oF ‘Untrep Barrists.” | '

6. On motion, Resolved to hold annual meetings on Saturday before the
first Sunday, and days following, in September, 5 %

7. Resolved, That our next annual meeting be held with the Second
Baptist Church in Liberty, Clay county, Mo. ' _

8. Resolved, To held correspondence with the following associations,
viz; Platte River, Saline, North Grand River, Blue River and Mount Pleas.
ant. - As some of these bodies will not meet again, until after our next
meeting, nQ messengers are now appeinted to visit them.

9. A;;pointed Jabez Shotwell, to prepare the letter of correspondence,
and report immediately.

10.. Appointed A, P. Willizms, Luke Williams and Solomen Dunigan,
to Nerth Grand River Association, To Salive—Franklin Graves, and Eijal
Stout, messengers, To Mt. Pleasant— A. P. Williargs, W. 3. Hubbell,
ant L. F'. Warder messengers.

Note. The Corresponding letter reported and adopted.

11. Chose A. P: Williams to preach the next introductory Sermen, and
Robert James his alternate.- | ' ' _

12.. Appointed J. Shotwell to prepare a Circular letter, on the bistory. of <
the churcles composing this body, and of 1he canses which bave led 1o ns
organization, and request that the eterks of these churches, and other Breth-
eren {urnisn hith the necessary data. ' |

15. Roasoelved, That 500 copies of these minntes, with tha Constitution,

articies ol faith, and rules of decorum be printed, and that Biother E. Stout,




with the Cletk, superintend the printing, and distribution of the same among
the Churches.

14. Elected brother E Stout, T'reasurer.

15. On motion, adjourned to meet with the Second Baptiat Church 1a
Liberty, on Saturday before the first Sunday in September 1844.

Prayer by Brother L. Williams, g
e, A. P. WILLIAMS, Mederator.

WM. D. HUBBELL, Clerk.

APPENDIX.

No.I. The Pleasant Ridge Church failed to represemt, in consequence
of sickness and high water, but as she has since acquiesced in the pro-
ceedings of the convention, she is recognized as a constituent member.

No. 2. Order of Preaching during the convention— on Friday Brother A.
P. Williams delivered a discourse from Luke 17: 5. Ona Saturday Elder
P. M. Sweim addressed the people from the stand. On Saturday evening
Brother Graves preached from 2nd Timothy 4: 8. At night Brother Sweim
again addressed us from Luke 24: 46, 47; and Brother L. Williams followed
with an exhortation.

Preaching was continued on Sunday—Prayer Meeting at 9 o’clock, A. M.
after which Brethren F. Graves and L. Willlams were ordained to the werk
of the Gospel ministery, by Elder Robert James and A. P. Williams, and
Brother George B. White to the office of Deacon, in New Hope Church.—
Elder A. P. Williams delivered a Charge from Numbers, 14: 24.

The Congregation was very large and attentive. Two joined the Church.
Preaching again in the evening by A. P. Williams. Perfect, unanimity
eharacterized all our deliberations. May the blessings of heaven attgnd them.

T G N i s e D

CONSTITUTION

Of the North Liberty United Baptist Association:

ART. 1st. This Association shall be known by the name of ‘“North
Liberty Association of United Baptists.” .

ART. 2ad. It shall be composed of such.Ministers and, Messengers, as
the Churches shall send annually.
ART. 3rd. The objects of this Association are, to receive statistical

and other information annually from the Churches, to give advice in difficult




eases when solicited, to strengthen the bonds of union and adopt measures
to supply the destitute in her bounds with the preaching ef the Gospel, and
to promote the interests of Christ’s kingdom in the world.

ART. 4th. 'This Association shall have no power over the Churches in
regulating their internal affairs, by prescribing Articles of Faith, or rules of
action. or in any other way that will infringe upon their supremacy.

ART. 5th. No Church shall be represented by more than four messengers.
ART. 6th. Churches may be received into this body on application at

an annual meeting, provided, they are sound in faith and orderly in practice,
and will recognize the following article.

ART. 7th. This Association will not make the Missionary question a
bar to fellowship or communion, but leaves every church and individual free
‘o give or not give, to join or not join the societies that characterise the
active benevolence of christaius of the present age, and will abide by the
terms of union long since adopted by the Unirep Barrists, viz: The
preaching that Christ tasted death for every man, shall be no bar to commu-
nien.

ART. 8th. 'Thne officers of this Association shall be a Moderator, Clerk,

and Treasurer; the moderator and clerk to be chesen annually, and continue
in office until a new election.

ART. 9th. This Constitution may be altered or amended by a vete of
- two thirds of . the members present, at an annual meeting, except the seventh
Article—this shall not be altered only by the unanimous consent of the Chur-
ches, after the proposed alteration or amendment has been laid belore them.

RULES OF DECORUM.

Rure 1st. Meeting to be opened and closed with prayer. |

RuLe 2d. The Moderator shall preside in the meetings, decide en points
of order subject to an appeal to the Association, and give the casting vote.
He may speak from the chair only, in stating and taking questions, and on

points of order. At any other time he must call on some brother present to
take the chair,

Ruite 3d. A committee of arrangements shall be appointed to arrange,
digest and prepare the business that may come before the body, said com-
mittee to consist of three brethren, besides the moderator and clerk; when
reported by this committee, any business may be refered to a select commit-
ice to examine and make a written report thereon, if the Association deem it
expedient, |
Rurz 4th. All questions after having been opened for discussion shall ba
decided by a majority of votes present. No member shall speak more than
iwice on the same subject (emcept to explain previous remagkdand correct













