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made to the representatives of the people in relation to the proposed en-
largement of the Erie canal,” in 1836, which few would t_hen-.]i.etenfto_._
At page 14, the writer says, * We cannot avoid expressing our Lelief,
(hat if the enlargement 1s persisted 1n, as contemplated, a reaction will
sooner or later ensue, highly prejudicial ‘to those who may have assumed
the i‘esponsiLilily of the improvement. The voice of our legisluture may
not be echoed by another. ‘Theve is no guarantee that the tones of acqui-
escence, or approval, but lately heard on this subject, will find an agreea-
ble response from other lips, The spirit of inquiry will be awakened.—
The merits anl demerits of this great and momentous subject, will be 1n-
vestigated, and unl, ss we mistake the intclligence and spirit of the age, it
must result in consequences, which a.zz'w;zz wish had been avorided) How
true to the letter.
]n_prvsen_lingthe foregoing facts, we aim at the public weal. We desire
to substitute railways in aid of canals, particularly in latitude 43. Our
Ql‘ljr'f:[.l is to elicit d-iscuss{on, and to assist in dispd-hng CTIOTS proddc(ﬂd rL-y_.:-
official reports, in comparing canals with railways. These rejoris have
in"part been the means to entail on us the Ge nessee valley und Black river
‘canals, as “ gentlemen paupers,” to the tune of $100,000 per annum, and
this too, where a vote of the people would now prefer railroads, the R. R.
would pay an nterest on their cost, and be in use the entire-year. The re-
~ ports alluded to, issued with the sanction of Cengress, and onr own Canal
Board, 1835, carried the above named canals, the Chenango canal,and the
greutest of all legisiative follies, * Mé-ml-*r'?'gewmnt;”' A work that tlo
party, or Engineers will now own or be responsible for its completicn in
twelve vears lor $35,000,000. _ o o -
T'ne enlargement of the lateral canals must follow the Erie. Under
this view we cannot better close these remarks than by quoting from
No. 4. of a serics of alle essays published in the Railroad Journal,
with the sieniture of » Funrox.” The writer s1ys, * Of all the visonary
projects of which the Stale of New York has been drawn by 5z3...e unfluence
of wawise counsels, the enlargement of the Lr.e canal, 18 the n:cst vison-
ary, and the sooner she 'wza,!;es' /:a,-cie‘tn relrace her s'cps, the beler.. The
Stale is alrealy in for ab:ut $30,000,000, for canals alone, withoul cren
a reasonable prospect of being able withoul a resort to taxation to pay the
inlerest on Lhat amounl. Is 1l mol lime Lo puuse in Luis cowrse of exirat-
agance?”. o o
~ We answer aye—Ilet the present legisl. ture examine intn the merits of
well constructed railways, and their capa ity t carry all classes of pro-
duce, and we venture nothing in stating our ofinion, that the Erie caral,
with its original size of 4 feet by 40, (ii is now filled up with bas and des
posits to 3 [eet water,) with double locks to Monteznma, will be adcquate
for the trade on it, for the next half century ; from the fact, that the pm:*l;é_té
anl ?:Lckgt (vne boals, will be discontinued so soon as 'lhe line of .railroad
Is completed to Buffalo. This will’*‘-_také place as soon aS:.ifp@Mi's;sion'.isﬁ giv-



