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ADVERTISEMENT.

‘The following work upon the State of Illinois, and the City of
Chicago, originally appeared in numbers in Hunr's MErcHANTS’
Macazine, New York. They were extensively republished in the
newspapers of the State at the time of their appearance, and met
with a highly favorable reception from the public and every re-
;’iewer under whose notice they came. Much demand has existed
for them, and they are reproduced in this form by a number of
Chicago gentlemen, on account of their great intrinsic merit and the
benefit which they believe will result to the State and City from

& - L] £ .
their wide circulation.
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CHAPTER 1.

General Aspect—Central position of Illinois— Territorial extent of seven largest
States— Compared with other States and Euwropean Countries—Manufactures of
Rhode Island and South Carolina compared— Mississippr Valley— Rivers— Tem-~
perature—advantages of Location of Illirots, etc., ete.

The United States, occupying the middle portion of North America, and stretch-
ing across the continent 2,900 miles, and containing 3,260,000 square miles, is
divided into three distinct regions, the Atlantic slope, the Valley of the Missis-

- sippi, which may be considered as extending from the Alleghanies to the lofty

summits of the Rocky Mountaing, and the transmontane, or country lying between.
the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific ocean. In these grand divisions, considered
without reference to the North or South, there is cvery variety of soil, climate,
production and scenery—magnificent rivers, great inland seas, inexhaustable
agricultural and mineral resources, and all the elcments of national wealth, inde-
pendence and greatness. The Confederacy enjoys, by an extended coast of about
3,000 miles on the East and South, every facility for commercial intercourse with
Europe, Mexico and the Atlantic States of South America, and by a sea-coast of
something over 1,500 miles on the Pacific, like facilities of .free intercourse with
Asia and all that portion of the globe, Commercial men esteem it a settled ques-
tion that the larger part of what has been known for so many ages as the Eastern
trade, will be diverted to our western shore and across the continent through the
Upnited States. The rapid settlement of California and Australia, with their in-
creasing commercial relations, and those of all the countries lying on both sides
of the Pacific, taken In connection with the onward progress of improvement in
this country, lead unerringly to this conclusion. It is difficult to estimate the
advantages which will accrue to the United States from such a trade, and the

splendid destiny of a country with such vast resources, and by whose enlightened































































































































