FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

PRIESENTED MMAY, 1856,

CHURCH EXTENSION SUMMARY,

OR A BRIEF VIEW OF THE

NATURE AND IMPORTANCE OF THE .CHURCH EXTENSION ENTERPRISE.

AP S NPNAPN NN NN, N I BN NN NN PN RN PPN NN PN PN P PN PPy

SAIINT LLOUIS:
PUBLISHED BY THE CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTE E.

SHERMAN SPENCER, BOOK AND JOB PRINTER.
1896,




OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION COMM{TTEE.

Rev. NATHAN L. RICE, D.D., CHAIRMAN.
Rev. HENRY I. COE, CoRRESPONDING SECRETARY.

DAVID H. BISHOP, RECORDING SECRETARY.
ARCHIBALD GAMBLE, TREASURER.

D. H. BISHOP,
WM. RISLEY, }Atmu'ons.

MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION CONMITTEL.

The term of service of the following Members expires May, 1859 :

MINISTERS. LAYMEN.
H. A. BOARDMAN, D. D.,....... DAVID H. BISHOP,
W S, PLUMBE, 1,1k . ARCHIBALD GAMBLE,
GRIEERY B VIO B N vea v'v s b o s e s J. A. MAYBIN,
W WA MELLEE S, 15 T ihs o aws e od M. NEWKIRK,

JOSEPH CHARLESS, Esq.
The term of service of the following Members expires May, 1858 :

MINISTERS. LAYMEN,
N R BN I v i b AP JAMES LENOX,
B J. B ANTHERSON D Bt va'sny i H. R. GAMBLE,
S. B. McPHEETERS,........... . WILLIAM RISLEY,

JAMES SMITH, D. D.,... W. M. McPHEETERS, M.D.,
Rev. JAMES A. PAIGE.

The term of service of the following Members expires May, 1857 :

MINISTERS. LAYMEN.
BB S LIRAEEON o o o't b vk dh kdh GEORGE BROWN,
U U BDAGIES. 3 DK, s e ads JOHN WOOD,
SR GIRAYS 1) D)o o i ik NATHANIEL CROSS,
U W ONFORT, D, Do on JOHN K. WALKER,

HENRY BARRON, M. D.

Member Ex-Officio—THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.




FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE,
FROM APRIL 1, 1855, TO APRIL 1, 1856.

Tue Church Extension Committee, in presenting their First
Annual Report to the General Assembly, desire to express most
heartfelt gratitude to Him without whose blessing they labor in
vain that build the house. Cheered by many tokens of God’s
approval—beckoned onward by His providential hand, the Com-
mittee have sought to go forward vigorously, in the work of
aiding feeble churches to erect their houses of worship.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMITTEE.

The Church Extension Committee met on the third day of
July, 1855, in the city of Saint Louis, at the time and place
appointed by the last General Assembly, and organized by the
election of Rev. N. L. Rice, D. D., Chairman, Archibald Gam-
ble, Esq., Treasurer, and David H. Bishop, Esq., Recording
Secretary. On the 4th day of September, 1855, Rev. H. L
Coe, of Galena, Illinois, was unanimously chosen Corresponding
Secretary, and entered upon the discharge of the duties of the
office, on the 20th day of the same month. His salary was
fixed at $1500 per annum. The valuable services of the other
officers, especially of the Treasurer, have, during the past year,
been rendered gratuitously.

PRINCIPLES OF ACTION.

In carrying on the work entrusted to them by the Greneral
Assembly, the Church Extension Committee have, as far as
practicable, acted upon the following principles, viz :

1. To make no appropriation to any church under the care
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of a Presbytery, without the recommendation of that Presbytery
or its Church Extension Committee.

2. To be guided in determining the amount to be appropri-
ated in each case by the carefully ascertained necessities of
that case, and the state of the treasury.

3. To diffuse appropriations as widely and equitably as pos-
sible, over the whole country.

4. To require, as the ordinary prerequisite of the payment of
every appropriation from the general fund, a certificate from the
Trustees of the Church aided, that the church lot is fully secured
to the Old School Presbyterian Church, and that the amount
granted by the Church Extension Committee will complete their
house of worship and leave the whole property free from debt.

0. 1o withdraw every appropriation not properly called for
within two years of its date. '

6. To recognize the right of donors to designate the recip-
lents of their donations.

1. Inasmuch as it 1s frequently of the highest importance to
a Church to know definitely the amount of aid upon which it may
rely a considerable time before the money can be drawn, the
Church Extension Committee have felt at liberty to make, in an-
ticipation of the incoming of funds, several appropriations, pay-
able as soon after a fixed time in the future as the Churches aided
comply with the conditions on which the appropriations are made.

These principles are chiefly deductions from the eleven years’
experience of the Church Extension Committee of the Board of
Missions, and the past year has only added to the evidences of

ﬁheir wisdom.

APPLICATIONS.

The number of new applications for aid in erecting Churches,
received from April 1st, 1855, to April 1st, 1856, ( including
thirteen applications acted upon by the late Church KExtension
Committee of the Board of Missions, previous to the transfer of
their books, papers and funds to the present Committee of the
General Assembly, )is ONE HUNDRED AND FIVE. These one hun-
dred and five new applications come from Churches in the bounds

of twenty-six of our thirty Synods, and fifty-three of our one
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hundred and forty-eight Presbyteries. The amount of aid asked
for in these one hundred and five applications is over $27,000.

Besides these, FORTY-ONE o/d applications, amounting to nearly
87,000, (action upon which was deferred by the Committee of the
Board of Missions for want of funds,) remain on file, awaiting
later information. Many of these, we presume, will not be press-
ed ; but some of the longest standing we know will soon be urged.

In addition to all these, FORTY-TWO unpaid appropriations of
the Church Extension Committee of the Board of Missions,
amounting to $5,090, have been assumed by the General Assem-
bly’s Church Extension Committee, and may properly be regard-
ed in the licht of applications. The whole number of requests
for aid during the year just closed, that may be ranged under the
general head of applications, is, therefore, one hundred and
etghty-eight, amounting to over $39,000.

APPROPRIATIONS.

During the year ending April 1st, 1856, appropriations have
been made to sewventy-one churches, to the amount of $12,785
99. These seventy-one Churches are in the bounds of twenty-
one Synods and thirty-six Presbyteries. Appropriations have
been PAID during the year to fifty-one Churches, amounting to
$3,0670 99.

Appropriations to twelve Churches, amounting to $1,525, have
been withdrawn, as the conditions on which the appropriations
were made were not complied with in the two years allowed for
that purpose.

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.

The balance in the treasury of the Church Extension Commit-
tee of the Board of Missions April 1st, 1855, was $4,173 10.

The receipts from April 1st, 1855, to April 1st, 1856, were :
from Churches, $8,059 72; from other sources, $1,697 59,
making in all, $9,757 31. This, with the balance on hand,
April 1st, 1855, gives, for the available resources of the year
ending April 1st, 1856, $13,930 41.

The receipts of this year are $4,510 83, or more than eighty-
five per cent. in advance of the receipts of last year, and $1,123





















































































