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CLEVELAND AND ST. LOUIS RAIL ROAD.

The annexed Map has been prepared to illustrate to the citizens
of Cleveland and Ohio City, the sagacity and énterprise of their
sister cities of the West, in securing important rail road connections
to enlarge and fortify their respective commercial positions. It has
been prompted by the belief that a careful inspection will teach the
commercial men of this region the necessity of exercising increased
sagacity and enterprise, to maintain their own relative position, and
so to improve the advantages which nature has given them, that,
instead of falling behind in the race, they shall assert and establish
that commercial importance, if not supremacy, which is clearly within

their reach.

We believe that no single enterprise is, or can be presented, which
will more effectually do this, at a single and easy stroke, than the
construction of the CLeverLanp axp Srt. Louis Rain Roap. To this
point our suggestions ultimately tend.

The sister cities, more especially alluded to, are Cincinnati, St.
Louis, Chicago and Toledo. While each of these points have
separate spheres of their own, with which neither of the others can
successfully interfere, and which are sufficient to make each of them
centres of large and flourishing trade, yet there are large terri-
tories, in one sense common to all, over which each may seek and
claim a control, and in which the prize may be awarded to the
parties evincing the readiest sagacity and energy. |

Look at Cincinnati. The point she occupies on the Ohio River,
is no more favorable than scores of others that may be found. It is

her energy and capital that have determined her supremacy. On this
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side of the Ohio, she looks to the west, the north and the northwest
for her business; knowing very well that if business can be brought
to her, it will force its own channels out to the east and to the
northeast. Formerly, the Ohio River attracted trade toward her.

But since the introduction of railways, she has seen the necessity of
vigorous efforts to retain that which might be diverted from her.
She has thrown out her lines in every direction. Looking northward,
she has her two lines to Dayton, there connecting with the Mad

River Road to Sandusky, and with the Dayton and Michigan Road,
through Sidney and Lima, to Toledo.

Still westerly of this is a line extending due north, through
Celina and Van Wert to Mackinaw. This line is projected. A
portion of it through the western counties of Ohio will, in all
probability, be rapidly built, and the whole be ultimately completed.

It is connected with a system of railways southward from Cincinnati
to Pensacola—in all, from Mackinaw to Pensacola, 1200 miles in

length. Its projectors say, ‘ Taking Cincinnati, then, as a central
point, the Cincinnati and Mackinaw line, is the only GRAND ARTERIAL

LINE north and south, in the Union, and to which, as an axis of

locomotion, there can be no equal, except in the east and west axis,
passing through Cincinnati and St. Louis.”

Still west of this line are found two lines from the vicinity of

Katon, passing to Fort Wayne—one through Union and Portland,
and the other passing west of Union, through Camden to Fort
Wayne. The next line, called the Cincinnati and Chicago Rail

Road, passes directly from Cincinnati, through Andersontown and
Liogansport to the southerly end of Lake Michigan. Another road,
making the same terminal connections, passes from Cincinnati direct,
to Indianapolis and Lafayette. Then comes the Ohio and Missis-
sippt Road, from Cincinnati, through Vincennes to St. Louis, there
connecting with all the lines destined to radiate from that place.
These all have various lateral connections, tending to drain the
western portion of Ohio and central Indiana toward Cincinnati.
Other roads still, from the interior of Indiana, are seen passing to
Lawrenceburg, Jeffersonville, Madison, New Albany and Evansville,
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each striving for the business and trade of the countries through
which they pass.

St. Louis has her Pacific Rail Road, stretching to the mouth of
the Kansas River, with rapid strides; her South Western Branch
pushing its way to the south west corner of Missouri, and her north
western road, sweeping through the upper part of Missouri and into
the heart of Iowa. _

Chicago has her Illinois Central Rail Road—her Chicago and
Mississippi Road to Alton—her roads to Oquawka and Quincy—to
Rock Island—to Mt. Carmel—to Galena, in her own State—to
Madison—to Fond du Lac, and to Milwaukee, in Wisconsin, Be-
sides these, the various connections she makes by Rail Road with
the centre of Indiana, in a south easterly direction, are observable,
and by which she aims to counteract the efforts of Cincinnati, and

to make the largest possible business tributary backward (if we may

S0 express it,) to her, before it moves eastward and forward to its
ultimate and natural destination.

We find Toledo, also, with her Zwo lines of the Southern Michigan
Road, her Wabash Valley Road, with her Dayton and Michigan Road,
and lastly though not least, with her projected Indianapolis Road.
This latter proposes to pass directly to Indianapolis through Muncie,
connecting at Indianapolis with the South Western Road to Vin-
cennes, and thence to Paducha or Cairo. She hag the advantage of
being the nearest port on Lake Krie to the interior of Indiana, and
to the whole country west and south-west of her.

Sandusky, also, has her Mansfield Road, her Mad River Road,
and her Road to Fremont, connecting her with Fort Wayne and with
the Dayton and Michigan line at Lima. '

Thus Sandusky, Toledo, Chicago and Cincinnati have each their
numerous lines reaching out-for the business of an interior country
to which Cleveland has an equally legitimate claim, but with which her
connections are at least very limited. She has but one system of roads
reaching into the sections of country of which we have been speak-
ing—the lines from Galion through Bellefontaine, Sidney, Union, In-

dianapolis, &ec.  These lines afford as favorable a connection,



















