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country, from Detroit to Halifax, by way of the
River De Loup and St. John (entirely through
British territory) and made himself master of its
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built across the St. Lawrence, at Montreal similar
to the Union Bridge, at an estimated cost of £1,-
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himself and Associates, on the other, by which the
latter party became obligated on certain terms to
construct the Grand Trunk Line of Canada.

It was clearly foreseen by us, at that time, that
the introduction into Canada by Mr. Hincks, of the
eminent English Contractors associated with Mr.
Jackson would lead to the adoption of those mag-

obedience to a resolution of the Senate ofthe Uni-~

All these matters have been finally arranged and |
ted States, passed March 8th, 1851.
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form a common interest from Detroit to Portland, States, which embraces special notices of works in

with a branch line from Port Sarnia to Toronto, all the States, and of each of the leading lines of
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Population in 1830, 399,455 ; in 1840, 501,798 ;

in 1860, 583,169.
inhabitants to square mile, 19.44.

With the exeeption of the States of Maine and
Connecticut, the railroad system of New England

rests upon Boston as a common centre; by the
capital of which it has been mainly constructed.
The roads of Maine belong to an independent Sys-
tem, toward which the city of Portland bears the
same relation as does Boston to the works already
described. . '

The leading road in Maine forms a part of the
line connecting Montreal and Portland, made up
of the Atlantic and St. Lawrence in the United

States, and the St. Lawrence and Atlantic in Can- |
This great work was first proposed to the]
peopie of Portland as a means of recovering the

ada.

position they Nad lost from the overshadowing 1n-
fluence of their great rival, Boston, and of secur-
ing to themselves a portion of the trade of the
west, which is now exerting such marked influence
in the progress of all our great commercial towns.
Portland possesses some advantages over any
other city east of New York, in being nearer to
Montreal, the emporinm of the Canadas; and ip
possessing a much more favorable route for a rail-
road from-the Atlantic coast to the St. Lawrence
basin, than any other east of the Green Mountain
range. The city of Montreal, being accessible
from all the great lakes by the largest craft navi-
gating these waters, is the convenient depot for the
produce collected upon them. When once on ship-
board, this produce may be taken to Montreal at
slightly increased rates over those charged to Buf-
falo, Oswego, or Ogdensburg; but the want of a
winter outlet from Montreal to tide water has seri-
ously retarded the growth and prosperity of that
city, and prevented her from reaping all the ad-
vantages from her connection, by her magnificent
canals, with the trade ofthe west, which she would
have secured by a convenient winter outlet. For-
merly large amounts of western produce was usu-
ally collected there during the autumnal months,
and warehoused till spring, and then shipped to
England. Shipments by this route involved the
necessity of holding produce received late in the
season some four or five months. The inconveni-
ences and losses arising from these causes, aided
by the repeal of the English corn laws, were
among the prominent reasons which led to the
commercial arrangements by which colonial pro-
duce and merchandize are allowed to pass, in bond,
through the territories of the United States. This
arrapgement had atendency to divert a large trade
from Montreal, and threatened the most disastrous
consequences to its trade and prosperity. Inview
of this state of things, its citizens espoused and
prosecuted the railroad to Portland with great en-
ergy and zeal. The whole work is far advanced
toward completion on both sides of the line. The
portion within the United States will be finished
during the present year, and the Canadian portion

by the 1st of July, 1853. It occupiesthe shortest

practicable route between the St. Lawrence river
and the Atlantic coast. Its grades are favorable,
nowwhere exceeding fifty feet to the mile in the
direction of the heavy traffic, or sixty feet on the
opposite course. The gauge of the whole road is
to be five and a-halffeet. 'Asno transhipment will
be necessary upon this road, and as its operations
can be placed substantially under one manage-
ment, it is believed that produce can be transport-
ed over it at much lower rates thanordinary char-
ges upon railroads. - a

~ As before stated, the plan of a railroad from

Portland to the St. Lawrence originated in the idea
of the possibility of making that city the Atlantie
terminus of a portion of the trade of the St. Law-
rence and the great Lakes. The city of New York
had so long beenin the exclusive possession of this

trade, as to create the idea that she held it by a
sort of natural and unalienable right. - When the
idea was proposed of turning this trade through a

new channel, and of bringing it to the Atlantic
coast at a point some four hundred miles north-
ward, the boldness, of such a.proposition was en-
ough to stagger the credulity of every one who
did not feel himself immediately interested in the

Area in square miles, 30,000;

joyed by the former.
cured and sufficiently accommodated, as far as
Boston was concerned, by the extensive commer-
‘cial marine of the two States ; and the construction
of railroads, it was felt, might lessen instead of
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result. As soon, however as the prospect was
fully unfolded to the people of Portland, its appa-
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unequal to their construction, and it was known
that no foreign aid would be had. All such pro-

rent practicability, and the advantages which it jects, therefore, came to be regarded with compar-

promised to secure, took complete possession of
the public mind, and the city resolved, single-
handed to undertake the consfruction of a work
running, for a considerable portion of its distance,
through comparitively unexplored forests: travers-
ing for one hundred miles, at least, the most moun-
tainous and apparently most difficult portion of
the eastern States for railroad enterprises; and in-
volving a cost, for the American portion alone, of
over five millions of dollars. Repeated attempts
had been made to construct a short’ road, for the
‘accommodation of local traffic, upun the very
route since selected for the great line, butwithout
success. The inducements held out were not re-
garded sufficient to warrant the necessary outlay.
It was only by assuming that the people of Port-
land held within their grasp the trade of one of the
most important channels of commerce in the whole
country, thatthey could be induced to make the efl-
orts necessary to success. These effortsand sac-
rifices have been made. The project is on the eve
of realization, and the wisdom in which the scheme
was conceived, and the skill and ability displayed
in its execution, give the most satisfactory assur-
ance of complete success.

The length of this line, the construction of which

devolved upon the people of Portland, i3 about
160 miles, costing about $356,000 per mile, or an
aggregate of nearly §6,000,000. The first step in
the process of construction was a stock subscrip-
tion of over $1,000,000 by the citizens of Portland,
aided by some small contributions from towns on
the route—tor the project was regarded by all oth-
ers as a mere chimera. This was expended In
construction, and was sufficient to open the first
division, which, running through an excellent
country, at once entered into a lucrative traffic.
The city of Portland then obtained, by two sever-
al acts of the legislature, permission to pledge its
credit to the road to the amount of $%2,000,000,—
These sums, with some further additions to its
stock, furnished a cash capltal of over $#3,000,000
to the work, The necessary balance has been
raised upon stock subscriptions by contractorsand
company bonds. In this manner has a city of 20-
000 inhabitants secured the construction of a first
class railroad, connecting it with the St. Lawrence
by the shortest routepracticable forarailroadtrom
any of our seaports. The amount actually paid
in to the project by the people of Portland will ex-
ceed $50 in cash to each individual, in addition to
#$100 to each, represented by the credits that have
been extended. It is believed that nobetter mon-
ument exists in this country of the energy and en-
terprise of our people, and the successful co-oper-
ation of one community in the executionof a great
enterprise by which all are, relatively speaking,
to be equally benefitted, 1tis an example which
cannot be studied and imitated without profit.
Prior to the construction of the Atlantic and St.
Lawrence railroad, the only railroad ofimportance
in the State was the Portland Saco and Ports-
mouth road, which connected its commercial me-
tropolis with the railroad system of Massachusetts.
This road was constructed by persons interested
in the connecting lines, as a necessary extension
of their own. When the city of Portland was
reached, their objects were regarded as secured.—
Any further extension of railroads in Maine was
looked upon as of doubtful utility to the interests
of the city of Boston, the great centre of the New
England system. It was felt that the construction
of railroads north and east from Portland, into the

the State, which had been almost exclusively en-
This trade was already se-

strengthening the grasp by which she held it,—
While every other portion of the country was em-

barking in railroads, the conviction grew up that
Maine was not the proper theatre for such enter-
prises, or, if it were, the poople felt their means

ative indifference. In this condition of the public
mind the Atlantic and St. Lawrence scheme was
proposed, and with it a system of railroads inde-
pendent of the rest of the New England States,
which should concentrate within her own territory
her capital and energies, and which should not on-
ly place her in a commandtng position in refey-
ence to the trade of the west, but, at the same
time, place her en route of the great line of travel
between the Old and New Worlds—a position com-
bining all the advantages of the most favorable
connexions with the domestic trade of the coun-
try and with foreign commerce and travel. These
propositions constitute an era in the history of the
State. A new life was infused into the publie
mind, and objects of the highest value held out as
the reward of new eflorts. The effect upon the
policy and the public sentiment of the State has
been magical. The whole people felt and saw that
they have rights and interests tomaintain and vin-
dicate, and that Maine, instead of being a remote
and isolated State, removed from participation in
projects and schemes which are effecting changes
so marvellous upon the face of society, could be
brought by her own efforts into the very focus of
the great modern movement. A new destiny was
opened before her. To this call she has nobly re-
sponded, and the State is alive with projects that
promise, in a few years, to secure to every portion
of 1t all necessary railroad accommodations, with
the results which always follows in their train.

Next in importance to the Atlantic and St. Law-
rence railroad is the European and North Ameri-
can project, which is designed to become a part of
the great route of travel between the Old World
and the New. Under the above title is embraced
the line extending from Bangor, Maine, to Halifax,
Nova Scotia, taking St. John, New Brunswick, in
its route. From Bangor west, the line isto be
made up of the Penobscot and Kennebec road,
now in progress; the Androscoggin and Kennebec
road, with a portion of the Atlantic and St. Law-
rence, now in operation. When the whole line
shall be completed, it is claimed that the transat-
lantic travel will pass over this road to and from
Halifax, and that through Maine will be the great
avenue of travel between Europe and America.—
Without expressing any opinions as to the sound-
ness of such claims, their correctness is at present
assumed, and is made the basis of action on the
part of the State, and, to a certain extent, gives
character and direction to their railroad enterpri-
ses.

Of this great line, that portion extending from
Portland to Waterville, a distance of 82 miles, is
already provided for by a portion of the Atlantic
and St. Lawrence and the Androscoggin and Kep-
nebec railroads. The portion from Waterville to
Bangor, something over 60 miles, is in progress.—
From Bangor to the boundary line of New Bruns~
wick, no definite plan has been agreed upon; al-
though the subject is receiving the careful consid-
eration of the parties having it in charge, and no
doubt is expressed that such measures will be tak-
en as shall secure complete and early success to
the measure. The New Brunswick portion of it is
already provided for by a contract with a compa-
ny of eminent English contractors, who, it is be-
lieved, will also undertake the Nova Scotia divis-
ion. Of the realization of this scheme at the ear-
liest day, there can be no doubt. The plan meets
with as hearty approval in the provinces and in
Great Britain as it does in Maine; and on both

interior, might concentrate in ¢4at city the trade of|sides of the water are the results claimed fully ace-

ceded, Such being the fact, foreign capital will
be certain to supply, and is, indeed,now supplying
whatever may be lacking in this country.
~Another leading road in Maine, is the Kennebec
and Portland, extending from Portland to Augusts,
upon the Kennebec river, a distance of over sixty
miles. This road it is proposed to extend, to form
a junetion with the Penobscot and ‘Kennebec, by
which it will become a:.convenient link from Port~
land east, in -the the great Enropean and North
American line already referred to,













































