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ST. LOUIS COUNTY

Is the extreme northeastern county of Southeast Missouri, and the most
wealthy and populous county of the State.

St. Loeuis County was one of the first counties from which the State was
formed, being settled as early as 1764.

[The early history and description of this county are given in the latter
part of this work, under the heading of ** The City of St. Louis.”’]

St. Louis County is bounded on the north by the Missouri River, on the
east by the Mississippi River, on the south by Jefferson County, and on the
west by Franklin County.

THE POPULATION of St. Louis County in 1860 was 190,524; in 1870,
351,189, of whom 324,760 were white and 26,387 colored ; 183,356 were male
and 167,833 were female; 226,811 native and 124,378 foreign. It contains
295,780 acres. The wealth valuation of St. Louis County per census of 1870
was $511,035,000. Taxable wealth, $108,617,840.

THE EDUCATIONAL INTERESTS in this county are excellent. 'The public
school system is well established in all parts of the county, as will be shown
by the following statistics, prepared by Mr. George T. Murphy, County
Superintendent: ‘“Number of children enrolled in public schools, 37,596, of
whom 18,801 are male and 18,795 female; daily average attendance, 24,033 ;
number of pupils enrolled in private schools, 4463 total in public and private
schools, 38,042 ; number of districts, 148; number of school-houses, 155, or
which 12 are log, 38 frame, and 105 are brick or stone; total valuation,
$143,737, of which amount $132,753 is for buildings and $10,984 for furni-
ture; number of public schools, 162, of which 140 are primary, 5 high and
17 colored ; number of private schools, 14; number of teachers in public
schools, 613, of whom 70 are male and 543 are female. The average monthly
wages to males, $120.84; to females, $55.32.” This does not include the
schools of the city of St. Louis ; the same will be given in the deseription of
St. Louis.

THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIONS near the city are principally fruits,
garden vegetables, and some hay; but, further out from St. Louis, large
grain of all kinds is extensively grown. A great interest is taken in the
raising of fine stock. 4

THE MINERAL RESOURCES are not very extensive. Coal exists near St,
Louis, and has been mined for several years. Iron ore is found, but not in
paying quantities. Good marble exists near Glencoe, and limestone is
found in various parts of the county. Fire clay is found and worked at
several places near the city.

THE MANUFACTURING INTERESTS of this county surpass any in the
West. The same are given under the heading of * The City of St. Louis,”
in the back part of this work.

St. Louis County is well watered by numerous streams, running in various
parts of the county, besides being almost surrounded by rivers. It is,
therefore, well adapted to raising of stock, being near to market.



