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four or five times as many volumes, but it is singularly free
from worthless rubbish, and its various departments are as
complete as is compatible with the broad range of the
demands made by its patrons. During the year we have
taken advantage of some of the great auction sales of the
eastern cities, and notably of the dispersion of the libraries
of E. G. Squier and of S. G. Drake, and of the Menzies col-
lection, to enrich the library with works of which the per-
manent value is attested by the rapidly increasing prices they
command. Merely as an investment, our purchases at these
sales were worth more than their cost within twenty-four
hours after the sales were over.

The history of our country is a department which claims
our special attention, and this department of the library has
been largely added to. Among the purchases at the Men-
zies sale was a complete set, in eleven volumes, of the Brad-
ford Club Publications; a complete set of Almon’s Remem-
brancer, twenty-three volumes, a very rare collection of doc-
uments illustrating the Revolutionary War from the English
side; Shea’s ‘“Cramoisy Series” of Jesuit missionary rela-
tions and other documents illustrating our early history, in
twenty-one volumes; Alsop’s Maryland; Carroll’s Journal;
Caldwell’s Life of Greene; a rare volume of Memorials of
John André, and other rare and valuable works, many of
them with rare inserted plates, maps, and autographs, and
all of them in perfect condition and beautifully bound.
‘Other valuable works on American history, acquired during
the year, are the Massachusetts Historical Society Collec-
tions, in forty-seven volumes, and its Transactions, in six
volumes; French’s Historical Collections of Louisiana, in
five volumes; four volumes of Force’s American Tracts; and
in state and local history we have added very largely to our
collection. The list embraces such works as Heywood’s His-
tory of Tennessee, Ramsay’s Annals of Tennessee, Slade’s
Vermont State Papers, McSherry’s Maryland, Stevens’ Geor-
gia, White’s Historical Collections of Georgia, White’s Statis-
tics of Georgia, Whiton’s History of New Hampshire, Win-
throp’s New England, Barry’s Massachusetts, Burk’s very rare



